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FIFTH NATIONAL CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR CONVENTION. 
Foochow, China, April 6-9. 


PAPERS AND ADDRESSES. 


World-Wide Endeavor. 


BY REV. FRANCIS E. CLARK, D.D. — 


Y Dear Frrenps: A man after travelling 10,000 miles is 
glad to reach his destination. I[f that destination were a 
very unattractive place, he would be glad, but when it is such 

a place as Foochow and such a Convention as this, one is doubly glad, 
I feel that nothing could be warmer than the welcome Foochow. has 
given us this morning, I come bringing the greetings of many 
brothers and sisters. During the last two or three years I have 
shaken hands with 100,000 Christian endeavorers, but I had to 
shake hands with one at a time and never with hundreds all at once 
as I do this morning.* I bring you the greeting and handshake and 
hearty love of Christian friends all over the world. I thank you for 
your kind words of welcome to Mrs. Clark and myself, but I take 
them not only for ourselves but for all those whom we represent. 

If you come to see me at Boston, and I invite you all to come, 
you will get a hearty welcome. You will feel at home in my house, 
because in twenty-one different languages over the door is the word 
“ Welcome ;”’ in English, in Chinese {and the Chinese comes next to 
the English), in Japanese, in the languages of India, of Kurope, of 


Asia Minor, in the languages of the South Sea and Sandwich Is. 


lands, and others. So you would be welcomed twenty-one times over ; 


* Referring to the whole audience rising’ and greeting him with the Chinese 
‘bow and extended hands, 
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and this is only a faint symbol of the welcome the brothers there 
would give you. But the best part of the welcome is that we wel- 
‘come each other, because we have welcomed Christ into our hearts; 
if we don’t love Christ, we don’t love one another, but when we 
open our hearts to Him, then we open our hearts to one another. 

These brothers and sisters represent not only different lands but 
different denominations. One of the happiest features of this Con- 
vention is that we represent different denominations, but are all 
bound together in Christ’s love. I am grateful to-day for the wel- 
come of the Epworth League as well as the Christian Endeavor, and 
I am glad that the union of the two societies is growing closer. 
In Canada the: Epworth League is called the Epworth League of 
Christian Endeavor. 

When an army is fighting, and one wing gains a victory, he is 
a happy man who brings the news of victory, no matter who the 
messenger is, however humble and unimportant, To-day I am that 
glad man to bring you news of victory and success from other 
wings of the great army. I never saw atime when the movement 
was growing so well and so substantially in the United States, 
In Great Britain the movement is prospering everywhere, and I 
hear good news elsewhere of our brothers who live under the 
Union Jack, I am going to a great Convention in London in a few 
months ; there tens of thousands of young people will be gathered 
together from all over the world—some from China, 1,000 from 
America—and I shall take to them the greetings of this Convention 
and shall tell them of this delightful scene and your good words for 
Christ and the Church, and I am sure it will gladden their hearts. 

I have just come from Japan, and there from north to south I 
saw great companies of Christian endeavorers ; they sent their love 
and greeting to you, and they gave me a banner to take home from 
their Convention in Kobe. The banner has the United States and 
Jupanese flags with the world between, on which are the letters 
C. E., symbolizing that the world is to be for Christ and Christ 
for the world. 

I told you just now of my house where so many ‘“‘ welcomes” 
were written on the porch ; upstairs in that house there is a room full 
of mementos—flags, badges, banners, mottos iu different languages, 
and different articles from many countries which tell of Christian 
Endeavor work. On these mementos you find these words: “ For 
Christ and the Church,” in the languages of India, China, Japan, and 
mavy of the languages of Europe, and these words express the object 
avd motive of Christian Endeavor, This is what Christian Endeavor ~ 
means in every language and in every land. It is just the same here 

WM asin Boston, and all over the world this is our purpose. I like the 
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other motto: ‘* Look up, lift up,” and let us always remember our 
purpose in the world is not to live for self but for Christ and others. 
If we only live for self we die and ought to die. If we live for 
Christ we shall live for many years to come. Let us ask ourselves, 
“ What am I living for? and before this Convention is over let us 
ask it in the sight of God. 

One great object of the Convention is to remind us why we are in 
this world. Is it only to make money, to get pleasure, to live easily, 
simply to go to school and get wise in this world’s wisdom ? Is it to 
have power and to make friends? No, for none of these things ; 
the object of this Convention is to make it plain to us that we must 
live for Christ and the Church ; the object of the Christian Eudeavor 
is to set every member at work for Christ and the Church. The 
ministers, the deacons, the elders, the Sunday School supe 
ought not to do all the work; the older and wiser must not do 
it all, but there is something for every one to do—every young 
man and woman, every ignorant as well as every learned Christian, 
the inexperienced as well as those who have been long in service ; 


now the message of the Christian, Endeavor and this Convention is, © 


“There is a work for everyone and every oue for his work, something 
for Christ and the Church for every one, 

After all we can’t see the whole of this Convention in this church. 
As I look out of the windows and see the beautiful hills around 
Foochow, I can see much farther than the end of this church—yes, 
miles beyond, So may God open the windows of our soul that we 
may see God, The results will extend beyond Foochow, beyond the 
year 1900, and right on into the eternity of God, Once again thanking 
you for your kind greetings, I give you from Christian endeavorers all 
over the world, their love and hearty greetings. God bless you all.” 

Note.—Dr. Clark afterwards stated that he had forgotten especial- 
ly to mention the greeting of the Union Church, Shanghai, in the 
shape of a $100 offering, which he handed over. 


The Early History of Christian Endeavor in Foochow. 
BY MISS E, J. NEWTON. 


LL things have their beginnings, and the beginning of great 
movements is usually in the realizing of some great need. 


In America it was the need of opportunity for nataral 


growth in those who were jast coming into the church that led to 
the formation of the first Society in ‘Williston Charch, Portland, 
Maine. In China it was the slowness of growth and development in 
spiritualygraces among those who professed the Christian name, with- 
out regard to age or position, which led the leaders of this movement 
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to grasp at anything which gave promise of help in this direction, aud 
form the first society in Foochow. At that time the duty of person- 
al consecration to active service for others seldom came home with 
force to the hearts of those outside mission employ. Preaching the 
gospel was supposed to be the special work of those employed for the 
purpose, and prayer meetings were little more than a repetition of long 
prayers, or formal exhortatious to those outside the church. The 
young people had never seen a real revival ; how should they know 
what it was like? They seldom heard old and experienced Christians 
tell of their joy in communion with God, or of their consciousness of 
Christ’s presence with them in their daily lives. They had never 
read such a book as “ What would Jesus do?”, and it had never 
. come into their hearts to think what wonderful things he would 
do with them if banded together to do just what he asked of them. 
| Sorely our hearts grieved over this state of things, but the 
remedy had not been found. We had read of the beginnings of 
Christian Endeavor in America, and wished we could try something 
of the kind here, but none of us had ever seen it, and we knew 
but little of its working. Just then there came to us as a 
new recruit Rev. G. H. Hubbard. He was fresh from Chris- 
tian Endeavor work at home, and had brought with him the 
Christian Endeavor Manual. Could we put together the knowl- 
edge of those who could not speak the language and the speech 
of those who had -no knowledge of this pew work? The great 
need pressed upon us so heavily that with much prayer aud plan- 
ning we determined to make the attempt. One Sabbath evening in 
March, 1885, three years after the Williston Society was formed, we 
invited a select company of young people to the missionary residence 
and tried to give them the idea. They listened and made few 
objections, but not one of them would pledge himself to join the 
new Society. We went home disappointed, but not defeated. 
Daring the week we laid our plans deeper. With great care a name 
was chosen fur the Society, and for some of the most important 
offices, as, never baving had any such thing, there was naturally no 
Chinese name to fit it. The next Sabbath evening we tried again, 
having secured the sympathy and help of a Mother in Israel, a pastor’s 
wife from one of the country stations, who huppened to be in Foochow, 
The yonng people listened to her, aud perhaps we were able to make 
the matter plainer than the week before. Atavy rate our hearts were 
gladdened by a few names of those who, in fear and trembling, took 
the first. step in this new and unknown road. At first we dared not 
elect any officers, but simply held prayer meetings, encouraging here 
and suggesting there, and filling in ugly gaps with singing, of which 
they were very fond. We grew better acquainted with each other, 
By and by we had an experience meeting, and the lips of the young 
| 
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people began to be unsealed. Gradually the more important offices 
were filled, but for a long time a foreigner was president. The 
missionary residence conuected with the girls school was fur many 
months the meeting place of the Society, the women and girls 
occupying one room and the young men the other, with open doors 
between, and they began to feel quite at home; but it became so 
crowded that at last it was necessary to remove to the church, where 
extra efforts were needed to preserve the social spirit. Occasionally 
a magic lautern exhibition, or a lawn party in the missionary com- 
pound on a moonlight evening, helped to draw ns nearer together, In 
the regular meetiugs chain-prayers became very popular, and some- 
times twenty or thirty would offer simple, pointed petitions in quick 
succession, It was here that the Christians forgot their formal 
addresses to God and their habit of embracing all the world in 
each prayer, and the change has been marked ever since. Our 
Christian endeavorers know how to pray. Bibles were more 
carefully studied, the joy of God came into many hearts; those who had 
blushed to confess the name of Christ before their heathen relatives 
were now leading them to the Christian Endeavor meetings and 
pleading with them to believe in the Savior, aud we felt that Chris- 
tian Endeavor had come to Fvoochow to stay. ‘The work spread 
slowly during the first few years, In 1886 a Society was formed 
in Foochow city, and two years later one at Ha-buo-ga. From 1890 
to 1893 three Junior Societies were formed; the first being in the 
girls’ school at Po-na-sang. Iv 1894 the total number of Societies 
registered, including those in the C. M. 8. Mission, was seven, and of 
members 291. This was the year of the first National Coavention, 
and the Foochuw Societies raised the money and sent their delegate 
to Shanghai, taking a prominent part in the discussion of the best 
name for the Society, as different translations of the term were 
already in use in different parts of the country, Late oue night the 
discussion euded in a compromise, and the present name, “ Mieng- 
la-huoi,” was adopted. The Fuhkien Union was formed in 1893, and 
quarterly meetings are held in different churches in Foochow city 
and suburbs. ; 
Our first annual meetings were simply a single service held in 
connection with the avnual meeting of the American Board, and when 
a Christian Eadeavor rally was first proposed, surprise was expressed 
that we should try to fill a whole afternoon with Christian Endeavor. 
At the annnal meeting in 1895 our young people realized that the 
church was too small, and at their suggestion a cloth awning was 
spread in the Mission compound, and the young men bronght the 
seats from the church through the crowded streets to add to the 
accommodations for those who attended. It was a novel gathering, 


of 
$< 
| 
« 
-? 
3 
is? 
| 
$ 
| 
4, 
» 
| 
4 
; 
r 
fi 


276 THE CHINESE RECORDER. [June, 
On one side was the heavy pounding of the pewter-beaters making 
idol paper, while one corner of the awning was attached to the low 
roof of a temple on the other side. On the roof of this temple men 
were engaged in repairs, and sometimes they stopped in amazement 
to look on and listen to the organs and the loud chorus of voices singing 
gospel hymns, Christian Endeavor was advertised that day, though 
many of the curious audience were not members, as we only numbered | 
eleven Societies and 431 names. The next year a huge matshed 
was improvised to accommodate the great audience, and Foochow 
registered thirty-four Societies and 1,377 members, while one Society 
in Amoy made the total membership in the province 1,429. At the 
consecration service 122 persons took part in thirty-five minutes, 
and a generous collection was taken for the Armenian sufferers. 
The Conventions for 1897 and 1898 were held in heathen temples, 
and in 1899 simultaneous meetings were held in different churches. 

For the past few years the progress has been rapid, till on this 
our fifteenth anniversary we number 51 Societies and 2,464 mem- 
bers. Many kinds of work have been undertaken, the spirit of our 
churches has been greatly changed, the great purpose of saving souls 
has entered into many hearts, and Christian life is broader, clearer 
and better than fifteen years ago. We are not ignorant of the many 
imperfections that still remain, of the ignorance that still prevails 
in some Societies, of the misunderstanding of the spirit of the pledge, 
of the selfishness and apathy that still exist in many hearts; but we 
look back over the way God has led us during these years, and with 
united voices thank Him for the birth of the Christian Endeavor 
Society in Foochow, and we look forward to the coming years with 
glad hope and strong faith, believing that this is one of God’s 
appoiuted agencies for the salvation of China. 
The Origin and Growth of Christian Endeavor in Con - 

nection with the Fuh-kien Anglican Mission. 
BY MISS F. E. OATWAY. 


}* Miss Newton’s very interesting paper we have an account of 
the birth of a Christian Endeavor Society in Foochow and in the 
Fuhkien province generally just fifteen years ago. I have been 
asked to tell a little about a younger child of the same family, which 
has now quite a numerous progeny all over this province. The child 
I refer to is Christian endeavor in the Angliean Mission, which has 
now developed into a family of ten or more, and will probably here- 
after have many additions. 


Mr. Hé Hok-sing must have the credit of having started the 
first branch of Y. P. S. C. E. in our English mission. He had 
previously attended the meetings held in the Taé-bing-g& Church of the 
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American Board Mission for a year, and being an earnest and zealous 
man he was wise enough to see how such an organization would not 
only benefit the Christians themselves, but might be a means of winning 
many converts from the heathen, and so fundamentally strengthening 
the church; and he was the means of establishing the first branch 
of Christian Endeavor in the English mission at A‘ug-taé-gio near 
the close of 1886. 

It is worthy of remark that the Christian Endeavor movement 
has extended so rapidly in all Christian countries because it has met a 
very great need. Its elder brother and sister—the Y. M. C. A. and 
Y. W. C, A.—have done and are doing a splendid work, and I feel 
that I owe much tothe Y. W. C. A. But the Christian Endeavor 
Society can embrace much more. As its name implies it is a 
Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor, but it embraces young 
and old and middle-aged in its rauks, as well as both sexes, and 
herein lies its strength. 

It also binds members to their respective churches, as can be 
_ seen by the pledges; and yet promotes a spirit of brotherly union 
between all churches and denominations that make use of the 
organization. The founders of Christian Endeavor discovered how to 
make Christians work, and to work means to be alive and to be in 
touch with other souls, and specially to seek after the lost. 

I can testify to the extreme value of the Christian Endeavor 
meetings in some of our churches in the city, where a crowd of heathen 
_ will stand for more than an hour, listening attentively to earnest 
addresses by the Christians, and the meetings being informal, and 
being broken up into short addresses, interspersed with hymns and 
prayer, are much more likely to help the heathen than a regular 
service, while the Christians are learning to be evangelists; and 
I have been led to mavy new houses in the city where people had 
never before heard the Gospel, all through Christian endeavorers, 

The Christian Endeavor movement in Foochow has been helped 
and strengthened at various times by enthusiastic endeavorers who 
have come from their home lands with the most progressive methods 
of work. The formation of the Fuhkien Union of Christian Eudeavor 
is an example of this, as it was formed in 1893 largely as the result 
of Miss Chittendon’s suggestions. Mr. H6 Hok-sing assisted in the 
starting of the Union, and was president for two years, and was sent 
as delegate to the last National Convention in Shanghai. 1897 
marks another advance in the history of the Union. Soon after 
Miss Hartwell’s return to China she was requested to prepare a 
paper on further organization. At the same time the Union was 
raising funds to send the delegate to Shanghai, so the Chinese felt it 
necessary to appoint a treasurer for the Union, aud they elected 
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Miss Hartwell, of A. B. M., and Mr. T‘ae Kien-guéng, of © M.S&., 
as associate treasurers. It was also decided to send a banner by 
Miss Newton, our delegate to the International Convention in San 
Francisco. At that Convention it was decided that this Foochow 
banner should be awarded yearly to whatever Society made the 
greatest increase in systematic giving during the year. It may 
interest some of you to hear that the banner this year hangs in the 
church of Rev. Herbert P. Woodin, born in Fuochow, son of one of 
the early missionaries. The same year, 1897, the first junior rally 
was held in connection with the annual meeting. At the suggestion 
of the Chinese, Miss Chittendon was added to the committee as its 
first foreign secretary, and when she went home on furlough Miss 
Hartwell was elected to fill her place, and Miss Kingsmill was 
elected treasurer; also during the past year the Rev. F. Bland 
has consented to act on the Translation Committee. 

In 1898 the Executive Committee of the Union was greatly 
enlarged by the appointment of a “ Look-out Committee,” consisting 
of a foreigner and a native for each outlying district, Those who 
had previously formed societies, or who were specially interested in 
the Christian Endeavor, were asked to act on this committee, and 
we feel this has helped in the recent organization of several branches. 
We have reports from one or two of these new branches; from others 
we have representatives who will speak for their own branches. 

We will now give an extract from a letter from Mrs. Phillips 
about the Christian Endeavor branch in Kien-yang, the most distant 
part of our work in this province. 

Mrs, Phillips says: “The Christian Endeavor was started in Kien- 
yang about a year and a half ago. We have only men members, as 
the women’s work is still in its infancy, and I have to teach the 
heathen women. The Christian Endeavor meetings are held on 
Sunday afternoons, and I think there are generally bout thirty pres- 
ent. It is greatly appreciated, and Mr. Phillips feels that it has 
been a great blessing. We noticed especially as soon as it was 
started that the Christians read their Bibles far more regularly, and 
really tried to search out the subjects. At that time we had not 
received the list of subjects, and the members took it in turn to 
choose the one for the following Sunday. We have some very earn- 
est members who are being much blessed in bringing in others,” 
‘Mrs. Phillips also adds that owing to the scarcity of Christian workers 
in Kien-ning and Kien-yang, and the distance being so great, they 
are-unable to send delegates from those two places. 

KENG-TAN CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR, 
.,. Miss M. de C. Boileau writes: “The Christian Eudeavor was 
started December, 1897; having heard of the work at Foochow, and 
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attended some meetings in connection with it there, I decided to try and 
get a branch started at Keng-tan ; accordingly told the catechist and 
some of the church members of my wish; we then called a meeting. 
Some of the church members were not particularly eager for the move- 
ment, but one or two with myself pressed it very much; we then and 
there started the Endeavor. For the first year we certainly saw results, 


as we had the meetings weekly. Sunday, 3 p.m., was chosen as — 


the time. The attendance in the afternoons was much larger than 
formerly; besides we notice men speaking and praying at the meet- 
ings that had not been in the habit of doing so publicly. The time 
came round for having a second committee meeting for appointing 
officers. The spirit of this meeting was quite different from the first 
one we had ; every one seemed pleased to have the Endeavor Society ; 
the catechist was also most desirous of doing all in his power to 
promote the Endeavor, I am most thankful to him for the interest 
he has taken, A third committee meeting.—We all realized that 
the Endeavor has indeed been a great help in getting the men to 
speak and pray, also encouraging them to search their Bibles, but 
at the same time we felt that the progress that had been made in the 
past year was very little; what could be done to make every in- 
dividual member take a share in the meetings, was the question 
generally asked. The Christian Endeavor has also been started at 
Deng-hung and Keng-kiang, places not far from here; at the latter 
place there seem to have been good results from the effort. 

“JT praise God for what He has done here at Keng-tan through 
the Christian Endeavor, and look forward to greater things.” 


History of Christian Endeavor in Ku-cheng. 
BY MISS FLORENCE CODRINGTON. 


oe Y first introduction to the Society of Christian Endeavor 

M was through a paper in the Cainese RECORDER some seven 

years ago, which gave an account of a branch recently start- 

ed among Chinese Christians in Canton, and the perusal of which 
led me to write and make enquiries. 

_ This was early in 1893, and very soon after, in union with Miss 
Hartford, of the Methodist Episcopal Mission, a united Society was 
started in Ku-cheng, forming a happy bond between that church 
and our Church of England Mission. But never having seen the 
working of the Society we did not succeed in forming a model con- 
stitution, and our natives were slow to grasp the meaning of the 
pledge or the necessity of fulfilling it, so that we could scarcely feel 
worthy of being enrolled as a Christian Endeavor Society, properly 
so called. 
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_ Shortly after this first effort had been made I was moved from 
Ku-cheng city to the country station of Sa-iong, and our endeavorers 
were then left much to themselves for leadership as far as our Eng- 
lish mission was concerned, though Mr. Banister, and subsequently 
Mr. Stewart, gave as much sympathy and help as their constant itinera- 
tions made possible. At that time the committees were formed, 
but not kept up, so that practically the Sunday afternoon meeting— 
held separately by the two Missions on three Sundays in the month, 
but unitedly on the fourth Sunday—and the monthly consecration 

meeting held on the 15th of the month by each Mission alternately, 
and at which the united Society partook together of the Lord’s . 
Supper, were all that remained of Christian Eudeavor in Ku. 
cheng. 

On several occasions when I have been in Ku-cheng efforts have 
been made to re-organize and get the Christian Endeavor work put 
upon a proper basis; this year these efforts have been rewarded with 
success, aud our Third-ward Church has a strong active membership; 
all offices and committees being filled by the ‘‘rank and file” of the 
Christians themselves, not as formerly by those already holding office 
in the church. We can trace the present success largely to the work 
done at Gu-liang, when our teachers, servants, and others have an 
opportunity of seeing the Society’s working and of judging as to its 
helpfulness to their spiritual life, and so are stirred up to organize 
in their own churches. We have still much to do in Ku-cheng be- 
fore we attain perfection, but we do believe that through the Holy 
Spirit’s enabling, new life and blessing will result from the Christian 
Endeavor work, in the first place to our church members them- 
selves, and then through them to the heathen around, 

At Sa-iong the Society’s working has never been properly 
carried out, but this year, stimulated by the example of the mother 
Society at Ku-cheng, this daughter branch is also beginning to re- 
organize and flourish, and we hear with joy of blessing through the 
meetings. In our Christian girls’ boarding-school at Ku-cheng we 
have this term re-organized the Society, aud the girls are throwing 
themselves into the working of it with great earnestness and mutual 

rofit. 

' These are very young and rather weak shoots from the great 
tree of Christian Endeavor, but they have promise of life in them, 
and will in time be fruitful, we believe, to the glory of God in China, 
as long as we endeavorers remember that our labour will be a success 
only in so far as we can say our endeavor is “ according to His work- 
ing which worketh in me mightily.” 
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How to Study the Bible. 
BY REV. D. WILLARD LYON. 


f HAVE been asked to speak on “ How to Study the Bible.” In 
so stating the subject we take for granted that every one 
ought to study the Bible, It is one means of developing our 

spiritual lives. We know the Bible is the food for our souls to 
feed on; that prayer without Bible study is lifeless. Bible study 
forms the basis by which we are able to pray in faith. Itisa 
means of learning the will of God, of keeping in tune with the 
divine harmony. Dependent as we are on the revealed will of God 
there is no need to emphasize the duty of Bible study. Dr. Clark 
will talk to you of the use of Bible stndy. There is no need of 
emphasizing the importance of Bible study. 

Though our topic is “ How to Stady the Bible” I will speak a 
few minutes on “How not to study the Bible.” Some stady to 
refute it. If we study it to discover mistakes we can get no 
spiritual help from it. In John’s Gospel, Jesus says if we are will- 
ing to do the will of God then we can know it. 

The first way not to study is rebellionsly. Our lives must be 
shaped by it. The second way not to study is intermittently. In 
Northern China there are many camels which have great humps on 
their back, in which is stored nonrishment sufficient to last several 
days. Now many people think they are spiritually like camels, 
that they can store up sufficient spiritaality on Sanday to last all 
the week. This is a great mistake. Every day we must get the 
spiritual food for our souls. We recognize when we cease eating 
food that our bodies are in disorder, So when we have no appetite 
for God’s Word something in our spiritaal lives is wrong. 

I repeat, the second mistake of Bible study is this intermittent 
method. 

The third mistake is studying too hastily. I know some 
young men who observe the Morning Watch, but rush through their 
devotions so ha-tily that they get no benefit. Most of you are 
students and know that if you eat too rapidly you fail to assimilate 
your food ; just so in the spiritual life, if food is taken too hurriedly 
it will not assimilate, 

The fourth mistake is to study simply from habit. When 
Bible study becomes merely a habit it loses its life and purpose. 
We must keep it fresh and not degrade it to habit only. 

The fifth mistake is to study at random. Some read where the 
Bible falls open, then think their duty done. If you studied your 
astronomy or algebra that way you would not grow. You must 
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have a regular method of study to improve in Bible as in other 
studies. I do not say we should never read at random, bat I do 
say this ought not to be our customary way of reading, ‘There are 
many more mistakes in Bible study that I shall not mention. We 
all know the dangers and perils in Bible study. 

I would like to mention three fandamental principles on which 
Bible study is based. First, Bible study is the highest form of 
study in which we can engage and ought to receive our highest 
attention. Nothing should receive more careful study than this 
study. Let meask, Is it right to give the time of day to Bible 
study when weare-tired and listless, or should it rather be when 
our minds are fresh and alert? Many know that the best time is 
in the morning hours, when the cares of the day have not begun. 
Morning, then, is the best time to meet God. 

The second great principle of Bible study is that its chief 
object is to draw nearer to God. The chief object is not to learn 
what the Bible says and glean its historical facts, though these may 
be important, nor is 2 to fill our minds with scriptural thonght for 
the spiritual benefit of others, though that may be important. 
The chief object is to get our souls in harmony with God and 
to feel that He is our friend. Therefore it is necessary to have an 
attentive ear and listen for the least commands revealed in His 
Word. It is necessary to have a heart willing to do what God 
would have us do. 

The third principle is that no study can take the place of study 
for the growth of your individual soul. Many of you are preachers 
and feel that you cannot study for yourselves, but must study to 
obtain lessons to impart to others. Let me warn you that this 
alone is not best for your life ; it cannot bring the most benefit to 
you. Yon are seeking lessons to fit some one else, and do not feed 
your own soul. What do you think of a barber who never shaves 
himself, a shoemaker who never has shoes for himself? Preachers 
must take care to get food from God to feed their own sonls. 

Some people, like students, say: “ We study the Bible every 
day inschool. Is it not enough?” Very likely you obtain great 
good in that way, but you are more likely to get mainly facts aud 
little spiritual trath. That method alone deprives one of much 
spiritual benefit. No matter how much study you may get in 
college (I speak from experience) it is necessary to study the 
Bible by yourself Let me repeat these three principles: First. 
Bible study is most important. Give your mind and heart to it. 
The second point is, Remember the chief object is to draw nearer 
to God. Third: No other kind of study can take the = of Bible 
Bi for your own souls. 
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Now let me dwell a few minutes on methods of Bible study. 
There are many methods, most of them good methods, But none 
of us can follow one method all the time. We must change 
occasionally, 

Moreover, peoples’ minds work differently. What may please 
one person would not satisfy another, 


Perhaps the most common method of study is to read the Bible 
through in order. Very good, providing we guard against too much 
or too careless reading. All should do consecutive reading to get a 
birdseye view, a general view of the landscape. But do not stop 
with this method alone. Others are important. Another method 
of Bible study is by subjects ; for example, the “‘ Holy Spirit.” Find 
all you can on this subject. 

Another way is tu take one book for study and find all you 
can about it. Then occasionally do what might be called micros- 
copic work. Make a careful study of a small portion. By this 
method we get deeper into spiritual trath. Some time ago a young 
man said to me: “ All methods are good, but I can’t understand the 
Bible, and I haven’t money to buy a commentary.” The best com- 
mentary on the Bible is the Bible itself. Where did the great 
commentators learn? From the study of the Bible by patting one 
‘Scripture with another; by comparison you and I have the privilege 
of becoming commentators ourselves. No matter how humble or 
ignorant we may be, God will reveal His truth if we seek it, and 
in order to encourage your hearts and minds I will give you a plan 
of self-study to enable you to understand the Scriptures. 

Suppose I turn to Mark, first chapter ; for illustration, I begin 
by reading the first three characters. They tell me Jesus was the 
Son of God. Take your pen and write, “ Jesus was the Son of God, 
Mark says so,” There yon have one great trath already in your 
note book. Read the second verse; Mark quotes Old Testament 
prophecy. Write that in your book. He quotes from Malachi, also 
Isaiah. Next pnt down the place. Read on. Mauch is told of 
John the Baptist. I analyze what is said about John and find it 
describes the work he did and the place of his work. Find also in 
verses four, seven, eight, his gospel is spoken of: in five, the result 


of his work; sixth, the way he lived; seventh and eightb, his . 


thought of Christ, Put all these facts in a note book as soon as 
found. After studying one chapter look over your notes and see if 
any two are on the same subject. You may find four or five places on 
the Holy Spirit. Put them together and say Mark teaches this 
about the Holy Spirit. Then meditate on these facts. Ask yonrself, 
“ Have I received these in my heart ?’ And soon with all the subjects. 
If you do this you will be surprised at the number of subjects. 
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Take Mark, first chapter for instance. There are at least twenty-five 
distinct teachings. Suppose you go through the whole of Mark that 
way, you will then know more than if you studied a commentary for 
a year, and besides feel that these truths are your own, and you have 
a power you could not get from a commentary. This is not a hard 
method, but one adapted to all lines of study. 

I have a friend who is a specialist on birds. His wide knowledge 
on that subject was obtained by classifying small facts. Apply the 
same indefatigability to the Bible and we will be masters of it, 
I covet for you the spirit of investigation—of research. 

I trust that we may become such men as miners. They go into 
the earth and bring up untold treasures. May you search God’s 
Word and get untold treasnres never before seen by man. God make 
you all able to handle the word of trath rightly. 


The Quiet Hour with God. 
REV. F. E. CLARK, D.O. 


HE gniet hour means just this: Init we give God a chance 
to get at us. We give everything—bnsiness, pleasures, cares 
of every kind—a chance at us, everything but God. We 

set apart regular times for all these things. We have regular times 
for our meals, and we very seldom forget them. We give all these 
ny a stated time and never forget, but we often forget to talk 
with God. The quiet hour means also to have a particular time 
every day in which to talk with God. First go back and get the 
idea that we can talk with God. The most profound truth in the 
Bible is that he, who commits himself to God, must believe 
God 1s. | 

This thonght mnst possess us, We must also believe that 
we can see and talk with Him as friend. We must believe it is 
possible for ws to talk with God. That it is not a privilege granted 
to the wise and learned, or to saints alone, but to wsalso. This 
great honor God has given ws. 

Many a beast is stronger than we. Many a bird builds its 
nest as skillfully as we build houses, but no bird or beast can 
know God and talk with Him. It is our great privilege, which we 
forget to receive as such. 

Then let us have as a basis of thought, “It is possible to 
know Him and talk with Him.” Bat better still is it to hear 
Him talk tous, It is a mistake to spend all the time in talking 
with God. We want so many things—money, help, and so many 
little things—that we spend our time in teasing God and forget 
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the still small voice. The quiet hour means to listen, as well as 
speak, and hear God. 


Bat you may say: “ Why call it ‘the quiet hour’”? Why | 


distinguish it by that name when it means meditation? Just to 
make it definite and concrete. This church, for example, means 
God’s house. It represents God, and means that He dwells here. 
He would be here any way, but it makes His presence real for us 
to see this house. Look at the mottoes above you, see the one 
above you which says: ‘‘ One is your master, even Christ.” How 
real, how definite His existence becomes. The quiet hour makes 
the thought «lefinite. The quiet hour must come into every soul if 
yon would grow in grace. The time may come when we shall be so 
perfect that we shall alway be in communion with God; but now 
when imperfect we must have a definite time to talk with God. 
The comrades of the quiet hour promise to set apart fifteen 
minutes a day, in the morning, for commanion with God. ‘There is 
no magic in the time, but in the idea underlying it—to have some 
definite time to commune with the Father. We need so much in this 
busy, rushing world, to have this quiet time. I thought that Ameri- 
cans were the busiest people in the world, bat I see the Chinese are 
just as busy. As I pass through your streets morning and night 
I find your people busy all the time—busy about goods, about every- 
thing—too busy for heavenly things. Even we Christians are so 
busy with making a living that unless we are careful we let weeks 
and days slip by without communing with God. In olden times 
saints went off by themselves in mountain caves or cells. Sometimes, 
mounted on a height, where they might be seen, they held aloft 
an arm until it became stiff, thinking by sach means to please GQod. 
We believe that is a great mistake; that men shoald live among 
others to do them good; that it would be a great mistake in these 
days to seek the wilderness for spiritual growth as they of old did. 
Yet we do need as much as they a season of commanion with God. 
Though not in cloister or cell we need to take some time with God. 
There is no time so good as the morning hours, when we are 
fresh and strong, to spend with the Father in heaven. I know it is 
not easy, but if we are as determined to get it as to get our breakfast 
we will get it. I believe in praying for the least things of life, but 
when you come to this time do not spend all the time in prayer for 
self; nor should you spend all the time with the blessed Book. 
God is there, but also elsewhere in the still small voice. Begin by 
reading the Bible, then look into His face and hear the direct mes- 
sage, The Bible then becomes a message interpreted by God. When 
prayer and reading are fivished then listen,—“ Speak Lord, = thy 


servant heareth.” 
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Old writers call it “ practicing the presence of God.” I believe it 
is possible to “ practice the real presence of God” every day. I 
have many letters at home from those who observe the quiet hour, 
everyone testifying to the blessing it brings. 

I remember a young lady in Berlin who had gone there from 
America. She was a worldly young woman, but was attracted to the 
American church, and later joined the Christian Endeavor Society. 
Then she heard of the quiet hour and wanted to keep it. It was 
hard at first, accustomed as she was to sit up late, to rise and give 
fifteen minutes of the early mornivg to God. She at first overslept. 
But at last she prayed, “Lord, wake me to keep my appoint- 
ment with Thee.” Then in the morning she seemed to hear a voice 
saying: “My danghter, my danghter, awake for an appointment with 
God.” She at once arose, and there was no more trouble in awaking. 
She expected to meet God every morning just as she would a friend. 
She says the difference in her life is beyond all belief; it is so 
radiant, so glad. And this is the experience of many others. 

In my office at home are many cards with names of those who 
have promised to keep the quiet hour. I shall be glad to put yours 
‘in the same place, Cards will be given yon to sign, containing the 
_ promise, “ Trusting in the Lord Jesns I promise to spend fifteen 

minutes a day in communion with God.” May we all know the 
blessedness of the quiet hour. Before we close let us hear the testi- 
mony of those who have kept the qniet hour for years perhaps. 
The best hours of my life are those spent with God. I would not 
exchange the days begun with God for all the others. Some of you 
doubtless will speak from a larger experience than I. I would that 
I Had a larger, richer experience. Tell how God has appeared to 
you and blessed you through this quiet hour, First of all let us bow 
in silent communion with God. “ Lord, speak to us this morning. 
May we forget the great babel of voices outside and remember we 
are alone with Thee ; and let Thy voice speak to us and we hear Thee 
alone. In the name of Thy Blessed Son, Jesus Christ,” 
Many testimonies were given by native men and women of the 
blessedness of the quiet hour. 


Junior Rally. 
REPORTED BY MISS GLENCK, M, E. M. 


T two o’clock p.m., April 7th, a large audience of about two 
: thousand assembled at the M. E. Church. The Rev. F. E, 
™“ Bland (C. M.S) conducted the opening exercises, A very 
interesting program had been arranged for the occasion, in which the 


children of the various churches participated. 
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Several selections were given by the American Board kinder- 
garten juniors which impressed all with the value of kindergarten 
training and its peculiar adaptation to the Chinese, 

The little ones of the Methodist orphanage won the applause of 
the audience by the sweet way in which they rendered their little 
motion song. The selections given by the larger boys and girls 
were also greatly enjoyed, 

At this point the students of the Foochow College Intermediate 
Christian Endeavor Society presented Dr. Clark with a beantifal 
banner to be used in the interests of Christian Endeavor. Dr. Clark 
in his response said that the State or province which made the 
greatest increase in intermediate societies within the coming year, 
should hold the banner for a year and so on successively. 

After this Rev. G. H. Hubbard presented Dr, Clark with a 
dram and gavel. The gavel was made from a piece of wood taken 
from the house in which was organized the first Christian Endeavor 
Society in China. The drum signified the “Rouse-up Society,” 
which is the literal Chinese translation of the Christian Endeavor 
Society’s name. 

Following this we were favored with a most interesting address 
by Miss Louisa M. Hodgkins, editor of The Woman's Missionary 
Friend, Boston. 

In referring to the banner presented to Dr. Clark, which repre- 
sented five men standing before the cross, she said: “As I was 
looking at this beantifal banner, it occurred to me that there was a 
time when there were just as many disciples as there are here. 
I like to think, as we now number one million, we once were five; 
and I think those five embraced the characteristics we ought to have 
to-day. The first was Andrew. He first went and found his brother 
Simon. If you look through the gospels you will find Andrew 
was always looking for somebody. He was the one who found the 
little lad with the five fishes, and the last time we read of him, 
he was still looking for somebody. The first one that Jesns cailed 
was seeking for souls. 

“The next one was Simon. He always had great energy. It was 
Simon Peter who was at the transfiguration. Remember he had to 
be rebuked very often ; and he was always rebuking others, 

“Then there was John the sympathetic; John, who was always 
the kindly, brotherly man. | 

“Next to be called was Philip. Christ Himself found Philip. 
Now we have two whom Christ found. Philip was a man of great 
common sense; he did not make blunders as Peter did. It was 
Philip who at the miracle of the five thousand said: ‘It would 
take two hundred penuy worth.’ He always wanted good reasons 
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for things. Now it is the Philips in the charch who keep us out 
of debts and who are always looking out how to raise money. | 

“Nathaniel, without guile, the pure in heart, who could not be 
bribed. Do- you remember what our Lord said of him? ‘An 
Israelite, in whom is no guile” Nathaniel, the man of innocence, 
guileless, The characteristics of these disciples are those we want 
to-day. Are you an Andrew seeking for souls? Are youa Simon 
Peter fall of energy, willing to work hard? Are you Philip fall of 
good common sense? Are you a John fall of love and brotherly 
sympathy for others? Are you a Nathaniel with a pure heart ?” 

The audience was then addressed by Mrs. F. E. Clark. In her 
address Mrs, Clark used the illustration of the joy of her older 
children of a present of a new baby boy to show what oar joy should 
be because of the many brothers we have in the world, scattered 
in various countries, speaking different languuges, bat all doing 
the same thing, all working for the one object. She said that the 
largest Junior Endeavor Society was the “Giant Society” in 
Australia, consisting of one thousand members. The smallest she 
described as consisting of but two—an American and an Armenian, 
These two boys met every week in the American boy’s room. To 
be ont of the ordinary they held their meetings in one corner of 
a shelf called the “ Prayer Shelf.” There they read their Bible, — 
prayed, took a collection, and then went out to work. There was 
one time they were three; but the third one did not keep the 
pledge, so the two voted him out. They tried hard to get the boy 
todo better. 
: To represent the growth and development of the Ohristian 
Endeavor Society, Mrs. Clark called several children on the plat- 
form, arranging them in an ascending scale, from the smallest 
to the largest. 

With reference to the beginning of the Society she said: 
Nineteen years ago there was only one Christian Endeavor Society 
in the world. It was like a little seed planted. The object of this 
first society was to make its members better and more earnest in the 
service of God. And so because they were earnest and faithful it 
spread. After two or three years it was still small, bat it had grown, 
and was doing more to make the world better. It spread in America 
and to Canada, then to China. This convention is showing a little 
of what Christian Endeavor is accomplishing. It spread to Hawaii 
and Ceylon; Here we found some of the most faithfal workers. 
They marked out every tenth coeoanat tree for the Lord. 

_ In Mexico some little boys wanted to join the Christian En- 
deavor Society bat the old people thought they did. not know 
enough ; so they formed one of their own. 
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The Christian Endeavor Society later spread into Europe. 
There is a girls school in Spain which has two societies—a senior 
and a junior. They worked hard and earnestly, until now there 


are fifteen or twenty other societies born from this girls school. I 
remember in Turkey they broaght in a flag and the Society banner. 


I never before saw the two waved together. Bat as they were 


waved that day I realized what Christian Endeavor was doing. 

Best of all the Christian Endeavor has grown in goodness. 
Its members have united with the charch and have become earnest 
Christians. Now I want you boys and girls to reach ont and help 
as many as you can. All around the world to-day there are over 
500,000 boys and girls pledged to do all they can to win the world 
for Christ. And when we add 3,000,000 young people, we’re a 
large host marching on to victory. | | 

We can’t shake hands with all these; but we can all help 
each other, 

After singing, “ Blest be the tie that binds,” the service closed 

with the benediction. © 


Good Citizenship:—What ought it to mean to the Chinese 
Christian ? 
BY REV. J. W. HEYWOOD. 


HE subject which has been assigned to me, “ Good Citizenship ; 
what ought it to mean to the Chinese Christian?” is one of 
great importance, deserving the prayerfal thought and study 

of all sincere Christian Endeavorers. 

China at the present time is passing throngh a grave crisis, the 
ontcome of which, if it is to be for the trne welfare of the nation, 
will largely depend upon the good citizenship manifested by officials 
and people. We should therefore carefully consider what good 
citizenship means to followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

That it is the duty of every Christian to pray that God would 
overrule all things for the glory of His name is, I am sure, the 
conviction and practice of every Christian Chinese. 

We are exhorted in the New Testament to make supplications, 
prayers, and intercessions for kings and for all that are in author- 
ity, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty. (I. Tim. i.2.) With all earnestness we would plead with 
you to constantly give heed unto this duty. 

With like earnestness we would plead with all Christians to 
be subject unto the higher powers, rendering to all their dues: 
tribute to whom tribute is due, custom to whom custom, fear to 
whom fear, honour to whom honour. (Romans 13.) 
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Christianity does not teach that its believers should be asso- 
ciated with secret societies which claim to have for their object 
the welfare of the people, The foreign pastors have not crossed the 
ocean tens of thousands of li for the purpose of teaching the Chinese 
to become in every particular like the foreigner. No! Jesus 
teaches that there are no distinctions of race in God’s sight; that 
“one is your Master, even Christ, and ye are all brethren.” 

Jesus bas taught that all men, all races, can attain a higher 
and holier life through faith in Him. This is why Christianity is 
suitable for all the world. “It does not destroy nationality, nor 
lead an attack on outward forms, where these do not subvert 
fundamental conditions of moral life.” 

It is necessary to emphasize this, as much of the hostility and 
persecutions which are the Chinese Christian’s lot have their origin 
in ignorance of these facts. 

Now, Christian Endeavor is emphasized as being undenomi- 
national; a great characteristic being that it is interdenominational., 
We would also emphasize the fact that it is non-national while 
being in the truest sense international. The Christian Endeavor 
Society would help you to consider what an ancient and great 
empire you belong to, so that you may have a reasonable pride in 
being Chinese ; but the great lesson which the Christian Endeavor 
Society teaches is, “ that righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin 
is a reproach to any people.” (Proverbs xiv. 34.) 

Thus we find in the books published in America for the par- 

pose of informing people what the Christian Endeavor Society is, 
that it is stated “Christian Endeavor stands always and everywhere 
for Christian citisenship,” 
Now we would assert that good citizenship is impossible 
unless it be such as is described by the Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety—“ Christian citizenship’— and it is of Christian citizenship 
that I would speak. 

What is meant by the term citizenship? It means more than 
falfilling our duty to father and mother ; for Confucius has said: 
“A young man, when at home, should be a good son; when out in 
the world, a good citizen.” 

Citizenship means more than falfilling our duty to our wives, 
our children, or our relatives. It means more than what is involved 
in being a member of aclan. Citizenship means that a man seeks 
not his own selfish benefit, but finds his own highest welfare in ends 
which include the welfare of others also. Its truest meaning is 
found in the fulfilment of the second great commandment given by 
Christ, “Thou shalt love thy neighbouras thyself.” Christianity 
teaches emphatically that “no man liveth unto himself;” that 
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man cannot properly be considered merely an individual, He must 
be considered in his relation to his fellows, living amongst them, 
infinencing them either for good or evil. Thus it is possible for 
what may be called “* public conscience ”—the conscience not merely 
of this man or that, but of a body of men living together—to 
influence a whole community towards right living when perhaps 
the laws of the country have failed to check great evils. 

The great bane of all national life and progress is ignorance. 
Where ignorance holds a person in its toils, he cannot by any 


possibility be a good citizen. 


“Good citizenship” therefore means antagonism to ignorance. 


This leads me to my first main point, viz., a good citizen will seek 
after knowledge. He will ever strive to dbtain more light upon all 
that affects the best welfare of man. © 

To the Chinese Christian this should mean the search for three 
kinds of knowledge: first, spiritual knowledge; second, mental 
knowledge; and third, self-knowledge, 

As @ man grows in spiritual grace and knowledge, so will his 
“manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ,” or, as it is in 
the Greek, he will “behave as a citizen worthily,’’ (Phil. i, 27.) 
We are exhorted to “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter iii.18.) 

Education, it need hardly be mentioned, is to be sought after 
by the true citizen, 

Many are the opportanities provided at the present time to 
secure knowledge. Schools, colleges, translated books on numerous 
sciences, etc., all are at the service of the student. In the Old 
Testament we are told, “ A man of knowledge increaseth strength.” 
We foreigners have a saying, “ Knowledge is power.” The good 
citizen ought, therefore, to seek in every way to become a wiser 
man, and with all his mind love God and his fellow-men. 

Self-knowledge is that attained by searching into one’s own life 
for failings which may be hidden from those around us. These 
may stunt our spiritual growth and weaken oor influence for good 
unless we detect them and, conscious of our own weakness, seek by 
the strength of God’s Holy Spirit to overcome them. A disciple of 


Confucius remarked, “ I daily examine into my personal conduct on — 


three points: First, whether in carrying out the duties entrusted 
to me by others, I have not failed in conscientiousness ; second, 


whether in intercourse with friends I have not failed in sincerity 


and trustworthiness ; third, whether I have not failed to practice 
what I profess in my teaching.” 

We would exhort every Christian Endeavorer whis has an 
ambition to be a good citizen to observe the “ Quiet Hour,” so that 
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in meditation and prayer, strength may be obtained to fulfil the 
duties of every-day life. Another thing essential to good citizen- 
ship is, “self-sacrifice.” Next to ignorance, selfishness is the 
greatest curse of any people. A good citizen will take it as a rnle 
Of his life that anything which he does, whilst being perfectly 
Jawfal, yet causes a weaker citizen to sin, ought not to be indulged 
by him. We must deny ourselves, “lest,” as Paul says, “I make 
my brother to offend.” 

Again, a Christian citizen will have consideration for un- 
believers. He will recognize whatever there is of good in the 
non-Christian and seek to co-operate with him in anything which 
will lessen evil in any form. As Christians we need to have 
e@ broad and great charity toward non-Christians, “lest ye 
offend.” | 
| Again, good citizen will be independent of all charity, 
whilst in all trnly necessitous cases he will be ready to extend help | 
to others. I want here to emphasize that all honest labour is 
honourable. A coolie can be as good a citizen as the merchant or 
the scholar. So do not put any blame on your calling, but seek to 
make it a means of making you independent of all charity which, 
as I have already said, is a necessary characteristic of a good 
citizen. 

Again, good citizenship to the Chinese Christian ought to 
mean a clean, healthy body. Cleanliness of body and dress ought 
to be part of his social religion. This I need but mention without 
going into the many reasons why it should claim our attention when 
speaking of good citizenship. 

I need only mention one other daty of a good citizen, and that 
is to do all in his power to lessen the evils around him. China is 
cursed. with three great evils: opiam-smoking and eating, gam- 
bling, and concupiscence. 

The suppression or control of these and other evils must lie in 
the last resort with the conscience of the commanity. 

It is the duty of every Chinese Christian whose conscience has 
been enlightened and quickened to do all in his power to elevate 
the standard of right-living in the commaunity amongst which he 
may be living. This means a faithfal testimony against moral evil, 
which will often be rewarded with rebuff, and scorn, and per- 
secation. “For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe on Him, bat also to suffer for His sake:” 
(Phil, i. 29.) 

To be silent in the presence of moral wrong would mean that 
our own moral judgment would be weakened and an injury done 
to the cause of righteousness. The path of duty is plain, and mast 
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be trodden by all who will be trae to God and His light. Those 
who are persecuted for righteousness sake are, in a more profoand 
sense thau that in which the phrase is applied to political leaders, 
“the Saviors of their country.” With your “works” let there 
be prayer on behalf of your country and God will hear you; 
and even for your sakes China will have the day of grace 
lengthened out. | 


Systematic Giving. 
BY REV. F. E. CLARK, D,D. 


MAN is not thoroughly converted until his pocket book is 
converted; a Christian is not thoroughly consecrated until 
all bank accounts are consecrated. 

This applies to the poorest Christian with no bank account, but 
only a string of cash, as well as to the wealthy man. 

This principle underlies our subject this morning—* Systematic 
Giving.” 

I am glad to report that I have seen a great evolution in the 
matter of giving in the last few years, This idea of giving has grown 
with the world, and as the young people have come to realize that 
they have brothers and sisters in all parts of the world, they have 
come to give more freely. 
| have noticed a change in the mottoes which I have seen hang- 
ing in the churches. In the early days I used to see “our city for 
Christ,” “our state for Christ,” “our church for Christ.” After a 
few years I saw this motto enlarged, until it read “our whole 
country for Christ.” Iam glad to see, over the dragon, this morn- 
ing the words “China for Christ.” That surely is a great object to 
have in view to work for, this great empire for Christ, but there is a 
still greater object that rises before us; it is, “this world for 
Christ.” 

And so when this thonght was impressed on the heart of the 
young they came to see that they had a part in this great work of 
spreading the gospel and were ready to do their part. 

So this principle of systematic giving has come to be a necessity 
to a movement like this. oF 

Iam very glad to see the missionary spirit growing in the 
hearts of the young people. Most of them are not rich ; they are just 
beginning to make a way in the world for themselves, and yet they 
are willing to give of their goods as God shall prosper them, 

Christian Endeavor teaches us not only to give for our own 
needs, but to carry the gospel into all lands. These teachings have 
already materialized into much hard cash. Last year the Christian 
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Endeavor Society raised $1,590,000 cash for the spread of the gospel 
in their own and other lands. 

This was only a part of what they gave, as they gave, not only 
for missions, but gave through the regular channels of the charch 
for the support of all branches of the work. 

In the Presbyterian Church of the United States eighty 
missionaries are now supported in whole or in part by the Christian 
Endeavor Societies of that denomination, 

But the greatest advantage in this is not that more money is 
raised, but that more interest is aroused in the hearts of the young 
people and more prayers ascend from them for the work and the 
worker whom they thus help. 

The birthday of the Christian Endeavor is always celebrated on 
the 4th of February; a few weeks ago we celebrated its nineteenth 
birthday, and one part of that celebration is a thank offering for 
missions. 

This money is not given to the local society, nor to a central 
society, but through the church for the spread of the gospel. 

I merely speak of this to show that this principle of giving is 
firmly fixed in the heart of the Society. 

A few years ago it was proposed to form the tenth legion in 
the Society. The name was not fancifal, but was derived from that 
famous tenth legion upon which Cesar depended so much when he 
was in need of loyal support in war. The idea is that if the hosts 
of God will enter into an agreement with God and with themselves 


to give a tenth of their income to the service of God, the Captain of 


our salvation will have a mighty host upon whom He can depend. 

Already many thousands have entered this agreement to give 
one-tenth to the extension of the kingdom, but the idea has gone 
much farther than simply those whose names are enrolled ; it has 
permeated the ranks with the thought. 

Very much can be said in favor of giving a definite portion of 
what we receive to God, When we have no rule we give much less 
than we think. We give a dollar to-day for some good cause, and it 
tooks big to us at the time, and we remember it for the year to come, 
and our consciences are kept quiet by the thought of what we have 
given, when a regular account would show a sadly disproportionate 
amount given to God when compared with what we spend on 
ourselves. 

I think it is very important that we be regular and systematic 
in this as well as in other things. It does not do to pray only when 
we feel like it, or to go to church when we have nowhere else to go, 
or feel just like it, or to do good just when we feel right; it is our 
duty to do these things regularly. So it will not do for us to give 
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only as we feel like it; it is our duty to be regular in this as well as 
' in other things, Some people say that it is a very narrow, Jewish 
idea to give the tenth; all we have is God’s, and we ought not to 
make any distinction. But I have never noticed that these people 
were more generous than those who had a principle and gave a fixed 
proportion. 

It is all God’s to be sure, and we should spend it all for the right, 
but we should set apart some part of it to be spent in His service 
especially. 

The history of all benevolence shows this principle to be neces 
sary. We should plan to give. Christ did not in any way set aside 
this law, and we ought surely to be willing to give at least as much as 
the old Jew gave. I do not say how much you should give, and you 
cannot say how much I ought to give, but we should all give at least 
the tenth. 

This applies to the poorest as well as to the richest. There may 
be boys here who only receive ten cash a week, but one of those ten 
ought to be given to God, and he will receive as great a blessing as 
though it were a million dollars, 

It seems to me that the next great revival needed is a revival 
in benevolence, in generosity. How parsimonious we are toward God 
and generous toward ourselves, Oue warship represents more money 
than some Christian nations give in a whole year for the spreading 
_ of the gospel in the world, ‘That is only an example of how Chris- 
tians have failed to see their duty to Christ and to realize that all 
things else are but secondary. 

_ AsIclose I want to appeal to those gathered here to enter the 
spirit of systematic giving to God, not only because of the help it 
would be to the different causes of the church, bat for their own 
sakes ; that they may grow. No stingy Christian can be a growing 
Christian. 

Many Christians have dwarfed and stunted their growth by 
shutting their pockets to God. 

While I was in Japan I saw many stunted pines, many of them 
no larger than these geraniums before me, while some of them were 
twenty years old and still not too big to go into a lady’s thimble, [ 
do not know how they manage to stunt these trees, but I do know 
how Christians are stunted, and that is by not consecrating their 
souls to God and giving of their means as God has prospered them. 
Have you a longing for a happy Christian life? Let me urge upon 
you systematic giving. I have many letters from young people 
who tell me of their great joy since they have begun systematic 
giving to God. They have found a great aud blesssed reason for 
making mouey when they give it to God. 
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This most sordid of all passions—money getting—becomes 
transformed when our desire is to give to God, ‘The love of money 
is the root of all evil, but when we give systematically to God we 
strike at the root and destroy the evil plant. 

I have been told by many that they make more money when 
they thus give, but this is an unworthy motive. We should give to 
God, not that we may make more, but because we love Him who so 
greatly loves us. 

If one does you a great favor, you do not think that a few cash, 
or dollars, are too much to give him in return; if he rescues you from 
death by his own life, nothing would be too great for you to give 
that you might show your love; you could not measure gratitude in 
money, even by your whole fortune, if he desired it. 

Our Lord has greatly blessed and honored you by saying: “ You 
can give of your money for the spread of My gospel in other lands. 
Feed My sheep, feed My lambs, and advance My kingdom, and thus 
show your love for Me.” How grateful we should be that in cash and 
dollars the Lord allows us to show our love for Him, Instead of con- 
sidering it a duty, task, and hardship to give to His cause, let us con- 
sider it a privilege. Freely ye have received, freely give. Remember 
the words of our Lord, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 


The Christian Endeavor Pledge. 
REV. FRANCIS E. CLARK, D.D. 


There are very few essential requisites in a Christian Endeavor 
Society. It can be large or small, in city or country, among ignorant 
people or the well-educated, but it cannot be a genuine society 
of Christian Endeavor without a covenant pledge of confession and 
service. | 

I do not say that all societies must have a pledge worded in 
just the same way, but the fundamental ideas will be the same 
the world around. 

We do not worship the pledge, It is no sleight of hand 
method of making Christians. It is simply a principle which God 
has blessed and has shown by all the history of Christian Endeavor 
to be indispensable. | 

Let me make three points. The pledge is scriptural, reason- 
ble, necessary. First it is scriptural. Our pledge is simply the 
covenant which we make with God to perform certain daties that 
are necessary to growth in grace. It is not a promise that we make 
to each other, or to the society, but a covenant that we make with 
God. Our Scotch friends prefer to call it the Christian Endeavor 
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covenant rather than the Christian Endeavor pledge, and for many 
reasons | like the former word better, 

The Bible is fall of covenants with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
God confirmed His covenants, and the psalmists were never weary 
with dwelling upon the blessedness of the covenant with God. 

In the second place our covenant is reasonable. There is 
nothing involved in it which does not belong among the essentials 
of the Christian life. It requires us to pray and to read the Bible, 
to be loyal to our own church, and to attend the weekly meetings of 
the society and to take some part in them. This last promise is the 
one which has usually drawn the fire of objections, but largely 
because it is misunderstood. 

Our promise does not require us to preach a sermon, or to offer 
a long prayer, or to make an eloquent speech, but simply to confess 
our love for Christ before others, perhaps by simply repeating a 
verse of Scripture, or offering a sentence of prayer, or by presenting 
some brief quotation from a religious author, Nothing forced or 
unnatural is expected, but the simplest expression of love and 
reverence. Moreover, there is a clause in the pledge which absolves 
us from our daty, if Christ absolves us. We promise to do these 
things “ unless prevented by a reason which we can conscientiously 
give to our Tord and Master.” If we have such a reason, we have | 
a full and abundant excuse. If we have no such reason, we have no 
excuse which we should not be ashamed to give to God or man. 
The youngest, the humblest, the most ignorant can thus appropriate- 
ly express his devotion to his Lord. And this frequent expression, 
combined with the frequent service for which the society also provides, 
will make up the well-rounded, symmetrical Christian life. 

But the pledge is not only scriptural and reasonable; it is 
necessary to the welfare of a trae Christian Endeavor Society. I 
am not speaking at random, or from a limited experience, but I can 
honestly say that during the nearly twenty years of the history of 
the Endeavor movement I have never known a society to fail to do 
a conspicuously good work that adhered faithfully and intelligently 
to the Christian Endeavor covenant, 

This is what has given a staying power tothe movement. This 
is what has given Christian Endeavor its unique place among the 
societies of the world. This is the secret of its power. It gave to 
the first society its strength and vigor, and it has been the main-stay, 
the sheet anchor, the backbone (use whatever figure you will to 
express stability and strength), of the movement ever since, A 
society of half a dozen members who keep the covenant and live up 
to it, is better than one of six hundred half-hearted Christians who 
are not williug to promise because they are not willing to serve. 
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But some one will say: All these provisions of the pledge are in 
the church covenant ; why should we take another? True, they are 
in the church covenant, and very much more than this, for the 
Christian Endeavor Society can never demand more of its members 
than the church itself demands of them. But the promises of the 
church covenant must necessarily be more or less general and in- 
definite because they apply to all ages and all conditions of men. 

The Christian Endeavor covenant picks out a few of these 
duties to which every Christian pledges himself in joining the 
church and makes them so definite and plain that he cannot mis- 
take them or their application to his own religious life. It is the 
application of the church covenant to the daily life. This makes the 
Christian Endeavor pledge so important and valuable. 

I would even go further and say that the Christian Endeavor 
pledge is but the expression of the promise we make when first we 
give our hearts to Christ. We cannot become Christians without 
saying : I will strive to do whatever Jesus would like to have me do, 
and that is the very first sentence of the Christian Endeavor pledge. 
“ Trusting in the Lord Jesus Ohrist for strength I promise Him that 
I will strive to do whatever He would like to have me do.” Under 
this clause comes all the rest of the pledge. It relates to the very 
fundamental idea of the Christian life, It is scriptural, reasonable, 
necessary, and lays hold of the essential things of religion. For this 
reason the Christian Endeavor covenant pledge is necessary to the 
— and stability of every Christian Endeavor Society the world 
aroun 


The Work of the Committees. 
REV, F. E. OLARK, D.Ds 


WANT to speak of two great divisions in which Christian En- 
i deavor may be divided; but first of all I want to say how 
thankfal I ought to be—that we all ought to be—for the 
success of this convention. We ought to be thankful for the beauti- 
ful weather, for the spirit of fellowship and hearty brotherhood ; 
but above all for the presence of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray that 
the result of this meeting may extend thronghout this great empire 
of China, This depends largely on us. 

We cannot do our best unless very close to God in prayer. So 
now we come to our two great divisions of Christian Endeavor 
work, First let us speak of the weekly prayer meetings. There 
can be no good society without a weekly meeting for prayer. The 
object of the weekly prayer meeting is not to hear each other talk, 
to pray to be heard of men, or to make long speeches. The object 
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is to confess Christ week by week. This is important, for by so 
doing Christians let the world know where they stand. How do 
we know that a tree is alive? Because it puts forth leaves and 
twigs. How do we know that these flowers are alive? Because 
they blossom, simply. How do we know the bird is alive? Because 
we can hear his song in the morning hours. How do we know that 
Christians arealive? They let others know about God. So weekly 
meetings cannot be overestimated, They give opportunity to express 
the love we feel in our hearts for God. “ Ye are the light of the 
world,” said Christ. Give your light an opportunity toshine, “ A city 
set on a hill cannot behid.” Christians are like these cities, seen and 
heard of all. But be careful not to speak to be heard of men, but — 
be humble. I have always found those Christians growing in grace 
who are ready to express their love to God. Often they are most 
modest and humble and simply wish to show that they are Christ’s. 

Once each month we have our consecration meetings ; our 
names are called, and we respond and declare our desire to serve 
Him. Thisis a most solemn and serious thing. Remember that 
our names are written in the “ Lamb’s Book of Life,” and by and | 
by our names will be called and we shall have to answer for the 
deeds done in the body. The weekly prayer meeting is the very 
heart of the society. As a man cannot live without a heart soa 
society cannot be strong and vigorous without a weekly prayer 
meeting. 

We often hear of heart failure causing death. Just so societies 
die when they neglect the weekly prayer meeting. A prayer meeting 
that is strong and healthy sends life into all Christian work, just as 
the human heart sends life to all parts of the body. I shall not tell 
the kind of meeting to be held. That is for the pastor and church 
to decide, But there is one thing essential to all meetings, and that 
is that each member shall confess the Lord, who died for them. 
As I have already said, have the kind of meeting the church to 
which you belong would have, I mean that the society is the in- 
strumenut of the church, for the cliurch to use. It is not a separate 
organization, but the church at work in certain lines. It is the 
instrament of the church to work in certain directions. A mistake 
many people make is that the society is outside, something separate. 
It is merely a tool for the church to work with. One principle 
from the beginning has been loyalty to the church with which it 
was connected. Its motto has been, “ For Christ and the Charch,”. 
meaning the local church. The two watchwords have always been 
fidelity and loyalty—fidelity to Christ, loyalty to the church. If 
a society is loyal and trne and warm-hearted i in its weekly meeting, 
I have no fears of its success. | 
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And so I would say there is not only a heart in the body but 
there are also arms, head, feet, and many other parts, There are 
some things for a society todo, 

Do not think that only the prayer meeting deserves the best 
kind of life. Work for Christians goes hand in hand with confes- 
sion. Confession and service, service and confession, build up a 
beautiful and symmetrical Christian character. But let us change 
the figure and compare the committees to the different parts of the 
body. The Lookout Committee is the eye of the society, always on 
the lookout for means to make the society more effective, It looks 
after those who come into the society and sees if they are ready to 
become active members, It is not anxious to have a large society, 
to take in every one. It sees whether the members live up to the 
pledge or not, It says the pledge is a serious, sacred step, and it 
must see to it that the members live up to it when it is taken. 
After they become members it must be seen that they do their duty. 
This is a part of the work of the eyes of the society. It does not 
pry, or try to spy out faults of others, but lovingly tries to bring back 
the wavering ones into the society. 

If any one is absent for three consecutive meetings it is a sign 
he has lost his interest, The society does not drop him; he drops 
himself. So the society is kept pure by the work of the Lookout 
Committee. 
| If the Lookout Committee is the eye of the society, the Prayer 
Meeting Committee is the tongue of the society, And it is just as 
important, It provides topics and leaders and all things needful 
for spiritual meetiugs, The prayer meeting tongue gives a voice to 
the society and provides a way to express the love of God. I am_ 
often asked what are the duties of the Prayer Meeting Committee, 
and the answer is, provide the best possible meetings with the help 
of the Holy Spirit. . That is its duty. 

~ If the Lookout Committee is the eye, the Prayer Meeting Com- 
_ mittee the tongue, then the Missionary Committee is the feet of the 

society, The Lord said: “Go ye into all the world.” How will you 
go without feet? The Missionary Committee provides feet. It uses 
various ways and different kinds of feet—sometimes dollars, or 
prayers, or ourselves. It is the duty of the committee to stir up 
interest, and so have feet for carrying the gospel. A society cannot 

accomplish the best work in the world without a missionary spirit. 
Even here in Foochow you must have a missionary spirit to accom- 
plish your best. Most societies in England and America have 
misgjonary meetings once a month, in which they consider how to 
carry the gospel and spread the glad news of salvation. 
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If the Lookout Committee is the eyes of the society, the Prayer 
Meeting Committee the tongue of the society, and the Missionary 
Committee the feet of the society, the Relief or Sick Committee is 
the hands of the society. It visits those in distress, and if it carries 
only a flower in the name of Christ, it is a blessed service. And to 
carry we must use oar hands, so the Relief Committee becomes the 
hands of the society. It is a blessed saying of our Lord, ‘“* Whosoever 
giveth a cup of cold water in My name shall not lose his reward.” 

If only we take ourselves and a word of cheer in His name we 
have carried a cup of cold water. Many societies in America take 
flowers to each inmate of a hospital, and reading and a word of cheer 
to those in prison. Perhaps there is nothing of the kind to do here, 
but surely there is some one to help and to show the love of God. 

It is a blessed thought that Christ lets us be His eyes, tongue, 
feet, and hands, and lets us do His work for Him. 

There are many other committees; but find out which your 
church needs and be guided by your pastor and the need of the 
church. One society I know has twenty-two committees. Have as 
many as you need; no more, no less. Have enough to do the work 
of the church and give each member something to do, It is a train- 
ing school for the church, training the young people in lines of 
Christian work. As I came to-night 1 saw your people at work 
making shoes, cloth, kettles, and many young boys were at work, 
learning to work by working. So the Christian Endeavor committees 
train to church work by giving work to do. One more thing—al/ 
work must be inspired by one motive ; love to Him who died for us, 

In all work do nothing that Christ would not have you do, and 
do what He would have you do. Thatis the motto of Christian 
Endeavor the world around. 

When I was in India a few years ago I remember hearing of 
William Carey, a pioneer missionary. In a college near Calcutta 


were Bibles in forty different languages—his work. He was one of 


the greatest scholars as well as Christians that ever lived. This great 
scholar and Christian died one hundred years ago and a clergyman in 
_ England preached a funeral sermon, in which he said this man had 
one glaring defect which he bimself admitted. He could never say 
no. It was this that took him from his shoemaker’s bench—from 
many employments—he could not say no. 

Ah yes, but it was that he could not say no to God, Let me 
leave that thought. Never say no to God. In coming weeks listen 
to God. Make His will the rule of your life. Never, never say NO 
to God. 

A season of prayer followed Dr. Clark’s address, after which the 
meeting closed with bymn No. 95. 
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Women’s Consecration Service. 


REPORTED BY MISS KIRKBY,. 


tion Mrs, Geo. Hubbard, of the American Board Mission, 
and Mrs. Chit Nio-ling, of the Church of Eugland Mission, 
presided, 

The opening hymn, “ We praise Thee O God !” which proved to 
be the key-note of the whole meeting, was followed by a few verses of 
Scripture taken from Colossians iii, 1-4, 12-17, and were briefly com- 
mented upon by Mrs. Ling. Mrs. Sie then led in prayer. After 
another hymn Mrs, Clark spoke very simply and sweetly to the 
many women and girls gathered together, Mrs. Hubbard interpreting 
in her bright way, so that nothing was lost in being repeatgd. | 

Mrs. Clark said: ‘I suppose many of us gathered together this 
afternoon have already given ourselves to God, but we have come to- 
day to say we are His and to give ourselves again to His service. 
I hope this is what your response to the roll call will mean this 
afternoon. 

When Christ was here on earth there was a woman who loved 
Him very much. She felt she must show Him her love. She was 
not very rich, nor great, and was conscious that she could do little 
for Him, but she longed to show her love in some way. She could 
only buy a very little box of precious ointment, and I think it prob- 
ably cost her all she had to buy it. She took that little box to a 
house where He was dining with some friends and poured it on His 
head, ‘‘and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.’ Do 
you think that was an easy thing todo? I think a very hard one. I 
can imagine her doubts aud misgivings as she went on her way. She 
would say: “This is a very strange thing for me to do ; what will 
people think of me for doing it?” Then she would say: ‘ But I love 
Him so ; my Lord has done so much for me I must do something for 
Him.” And then perhaps the doubts would come again, ‘‘ Perhaps 
they won’t let me in, or will say unkind things of me,” and again she 
would say: “But I love Him, I must let Him see I am grateful ;” 
and so her love was stronger than her fears, and she gave Him the 
offering. All she dreaded came true. They said unkind things and 
criticized her, “that she should not have come to such a place.” 
“Why waste so much money.” Ah! Now she did not care what 
they thought, for the Master was pleased, and said: “ Let her alone; 


ay this the closing meeting of the Christian Eudeavor Conven- 


_ why trouble ye her, she hath wrought a good work on me ; she hath 


done what she could. Wheresoever this gospel is preached through- 
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out the whole world this also that she hath done shall be spoken of 
- for a memorial of her,’”’ And the Master’s words came true, for 
though 1,900 years have rolled away, her story is known the whole 
world over. 

Why did the Lord praise her so? Not because she did some 
great thing, but because she did what she could. Now that is what 
He wants every one of us to do to-day for Him. If we love Him, let 
us do what we can to show it. I feel sure real love will always find 
expression in some way. If we only love Him we shall find a way 
to do something for Him. 

My little boy loves his mother, and many times a day he comes 
and throws his arms around my neck and says: “I love you Mamma,” 
Don’t you think I like to hear him say it? But if he goes away and 
does something I don’t like, am I pleased? No, it is when he does 
hard things for my sake that I believe he loves me. So God loves to 
have us tell Him of our love, but we must also do the things that 
please Him to prove it. 

The Bible is full of stories about women who have done much 
for Christ. Have you read of the one who brought a whole city to 
Christ? She was not a Christian, not even a good woman, neither 
rich nor great, but one doing her daily work—drawing water. It was 
because she was quick to see and use her opportunity that she was able 
to do.a great work for Him. While at the well a man came by who 
asked for a drink. She did not even know it was the Lord, but in 
talking with Him she found out that He could give her living water 
which would always satisfy, and before long she asked Him for it. 
Then she realized He was her Saviour, and immediately wished to do 
something for Him. Leaving her water pot she ran back to the city 
and quickly called others to come. Guing from oue to the other saying: 
“T have seen a wonderful man. I think He is the Christ; won’t 
you come and see Him?” If you had been standing there you 
would have seen crowds hurrying towards the well saying, 
“Where is He?” The people of the city besought Him to remain 
with them, and many believed on Him there. Is there not some- 
thing in these two examples that we can follow? Both gave proof of 
love. ‘The second showed it by leadivg others to Him, Cannot we 
do the same ? 

Once Mr. Moody, in talking about David and Goliath, said: 
There was no man in all Saul’s army who did not believe God could 
use him, but there was only one man who believed God would, and that 
was David, and he went out strong in the strength of the Lord. And 
what an insignificant thing David used to fight with! Only a sling 
and five smooth stones, but he had all power, for he had God on His 
side. I think it will be just so with us if we go out with God. Let 
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us take what we have got, not what some one else has, and go and 
work for Him. Now what have we that we can take out. Our 

hands we can hold up and say: ‘“ ‘These can be used in thy service, 
to do nothing but what will please Thee. Our feet only for His 
errands, to go nowhere He would not have us go. Our lips to 
speak for Him and to say nothing that would grieve Him. Ourselves 
to be wholly in His service.” 

Dear friends, does onr consecration mean all this to us to-day ? 
Giving all to our Lord, all our powers to use for Himself ? 

Now, what will it mean to us if we thus consecrate ourselves to 
Him? I think it will mean more cheery, consistent Christian lives 
in our own homes. It will mean more faithful study of God’s word 
that we may kuow what He wants us todo; more earnest prayer 
that He will help us to do His will, and it will mean that we shall 
try to bring others to Christ. 

I read once of a man who had lately learned to love tle Saviour, 
and he was asked how many he had brought to Christ. “None,” he 
answered. “I am only a beginner.” This friend then said: ‘‘ When 
does a candle begin to shine—when first lighted, or when half burnt P” 
He answered: ‘“‘ When first lit.” This man learned the lesson of the 
candles, and he began to let his light shine at bome, in the street, and 
into the village, till many had been won for Christ, 

I wish this would remind all of us here when at home, and 
some one says “light a lamp” to ask “could not we kindle up our 
love for Christ and go and shine for Him?” and hear Him say: 
“Won't you let the lamp of love shine a little brighter ? ” 

It has happened that I have been riding in a sedan chair quite 
late at night during the last few days, and I have looked up and 
seen the tiny stars. Those are wonderful worlds of light above, and 
yet one night the coolies stopped as they were carrying me, because 
they could not see the way. Svon a man came with a lantern, and 
we were able to goon. So I thought a little lantern in the hand was 
better in difficalt places than all the great worlds of light so far away. 
We cannot be stars, but we can all be lanterns. I am going to leave 
this thought with you, hoping that the candles and lamps will teach 
you a lesson, Will you kindly turn to Phil, ii. 15; the last clause 
says: ‘Shine as lights in the world.” These words were spoken to 
Christians many years ago, and | want all to say them together now. 
Those who speak English to say it with me and my Chinese sisters 
with Mrs. Hubbard in their native tongue. ‘Shine as lights in the 
world.” Chinese Foochuw version: “ Ni ldh i diing-giing, sé chidng 
giiong ciet' didh sié-gaing. 

Ah! It is a good deal shorter to say it in English, but it is 


equally hard ¢o do in both languages. 
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“Jesus bids us shine” was sung, and Miss Kingsmill, of the 
Zenana Mission, then opened the consecration service by a few 
solemn words on Phil. iii. 13,14. Then two verses of ‘‘ Come, Holy 
Spirit, come!” were sung, and after prayer Miss Kingsmill read, “ I 


gave my life for thee,” after which the different groups of delegates 
were called upon. Each group standing either repeated a verse 


together, or the one spoke for all, In the intervals a verse of the 
hymn, “I belong to Jesus,” was solemnly sung. After a number of 
short prayers the meeting adjourned. 


General Secretary’s Report. 
SUSIE M, BURDICK, GENERAL SEC’ Y, 


E come to this, the fifth General Convention of the United 
Society of Christian Endeavor for China, confident that 
such a meeting is needed at this stage of the movement in 

China and that its influence will be widely felt. We are grateful 
that God has enabled President and Mrs. Clark to be with us, and 
glad, too, that we can bring a report of progress, 

One of our by-laws provides for an annual meeting of this 
Society. For four years after its organization this order was followed ; 
the last Convention meeting in Shanghai in June, 1897. During the 
intervening three years many changes have taken place, the saddest 
fur the Society being the death of the honored president, the 
Rev. Y. K. Yen. 

Mr. Yen had been connected with the Society since its first 
meeting in Shanghai, and was deeply interested in its progress. 
Understanding his own countrymen and eager for their advancement, 
he was wise in counsel and hopeful that the Society would not, to 
quote from one of his own addresses, “end in mere speaking and 
hearing but be fruitful of works.” He entered into rest June, 1898, 
In May, 1899, the Rev. Dr. A. P. Parker was elected president. 
There have also been many changes in the secretariat. 

Several societies which were reported formerly have dropped 
from the Christian Endeavor list. We regret the loss from our 
ranks, but rejoice that they are carrying on the same line of work, 
although under a different name; in some cases the Y. M. C. A.,, in 
others Epworth League. 

It speaks much for Christian Endeavor that, notwithstanding 
all these changes, individual societies have grown in usefulness, and 
there has also been gain in the sum total of societies and membership. 

From Shansi we hear of a society of twenty-two members, which 
reports that they are ‘able from the spiritual side and the training 
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side to justify their existence.” Shensi has a society of one hundred 
and two members, which has sent help to the Indian famine sufferers, 
the poor Americans, and to Dr. Barnardo’s homes, From Western 
Shantung the English Baptists report thirteen societies with three 
hundred members. Fukien and Ningpo have made good progress, 
Canton and Fukien have provincal unions, with meetings at least 
once year. 

A growing union with the Epworth League is mentioned by 
some. From Chinkiang comes the assurance that about forty 
Epworth League members are willing and anxious to be counted with 
us in Christian Endeavor, In Kaungesoo there are seventeen 
leagues with five hundred and eighty-two members. They send 
this message to us: ‘*The Epworth Leaguers send hearty Obristian 
greetings to the Christian Endeavorers and bid them Godspeed in 
their noble and Christ-like work. We pray God’s richest blessing 
upon you at this time and hope that your meeting maf result in 
great spiritual good to all who have the glorious opportunity of 
being present.” 

All societies maintain regular weekly prayer-meetings, Various 
lines of activity are also reported. Several societies pay the rent of 
city chapels or country preaching place; the members often going to | 
help in the work, Some buy and distribute Christian literature. 
One Society, beside other work, is laying up money for pastor's 
endowment fund ; another holds a social every quarter, when they 
either have singing or the magic-lantern with a lecture, and find it a 
help in making members and missionaries better acqaainted. The 
social committee in one society, besides arranging for socials, now 
and again receives the heathen women who come in to visit the 
school. The same society has a flower committee which has 
planted trees and flowers and in other ways improved the Obristian 
burying-ground, One society reports that Christian Endeavor has 
been a help in furthering Bible study, and doubtless many could add 
their testimony in the same direction. 

The society connected with the First Presbyterian Church of 
Canton maintains a readingeroom ; a collection being taken every 
week to meet expenses. 

Dr. Fulton, of the same Church, writes :— 

“There is one particular point which I would emphasize as having 
been found fruitful here, and that is the value of receiving inquirers into 
the societies as associate members and then working personally for their 
full acceptance of Christianity. Last year seventy-two members united 
with the First Presbyterian Church, of which I am pastor. Almost the 
entire number first united with the Christian Eudeavor Society and then 


gradually became instructed more fully in doctrine. We have our 
Christian Endeavor meeting immediately after the morning service, as the 
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members are then all out and it is more difficult to get them together for 
a second service. I think the Christian Endeavor agency is finely adapted 
to teach the members the duty of active participation in prayer and in 
voluntary exercises. For this reason it may be used in out-stations, and 
the ten or more members in out-of-the-way places can easily resolve 
themselves into @ small society and be greatly benefited, even if no native 
helper or preacher is there. 

“In such cases it would be well to retain only the essentials of Chris- 
tian Endeavor and not attempt to appoint committees at first, but meet — 
for prayer and Bible study, and with increase of members the other 
desirable features may be attended to. 

“In larger societies I think the appointment of a wise Lookout — 
Committee very helpful. We know how much more fruitful all church 
work is when carefully fostered, and the Chinese will be more careful if 
they know we are se interested in them. If any are not present 
who are not shut out by long distances they should be sought out the 
next week and a report be a Especially should it be made important 
that they attend the regular Sabbath services. Too much attention to 
such details as may be necessary in strong societies in Christian lands is 
not wise here. These converts are like children, and we shall make fine 
progress if we can get them out to Sabbath service and to Christian 
Endeavor meeting and can teach them to take some part in prayer and to 
read their Bibles. Other things will come with increase of membership, 
and we must move along safe and wise lines,” 

Experience has proven some things desirable for the Christian 
Endeavor Society in China. 

(1). A general secretary who can devote his best energy a) 
his time to the advancement of Christian Endeavor in this empire. 

(2). There has been a call for literature, and buat little is avail- 
able with which to supply the demand, Each year the prayer- 
meeting topics have been translated, but ‘arrangements should be 
made for much more than that. 

. (3). In January, 1898, there was a meeting of the Executive 
Committee at Shanghai, at which the following action was taken : 
“As several non-resident members of the Christian Endeavor have 
objected to holding the united convention always at Shanghai ; and 
farther as it was agreed that an annual onited convention is an 
impossibility, after discussion it was voted that the chairman and 
secretary draw up a circular letter to be sent through the Corres- 
ponding Secretaries to each society as follows :— 

(1). Recommending that the various districts hold annual local 
conventions, 

(2) Asking for a definite expression of opinion as to 

(a). Whether the general convention should be an annual 
one, or if not how often should it be held. 

(b). Whether such convention should always be held 
in Shanghai as the centre having the executive, or 
whether it should be held each year in a new district.” 
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The secretary, at that time the Rev. Mr. Ware, attended to the 
matter faithfally, and Foochow alone has the honor of having 
replied. These questions should come before the delegates here for 
consideration. 

We say we are glad we can report progress, but we regret 
that we cannot tell you of much greater growth. - Christian En- 
_deavor has hardly begun to do in China what is possible for it to do. 
The weak societies are to be built np. We want to see the stronger 
societies sending out members who shall start other societies in 
— new localities. Let us remember always that the society is in no 
way different from the church. It is for “ Christ and the Church.” 
It is simply a training-school in the church ; one of the means 
which God has used in other countries to stir up those who have 
been redeemed by the precious blood of our Lord to more consecrat- 
ed, intelligent effort for the advancement of His kingdom. There 
is a wide field and a deep need of jast such training in China. May 
God bless us mightily daring this convention and during the years 
which are to follow. 


Reports as received are as follows :— | 
Societies, Membership. 


360 
Shensi ... Bit eee 102 
hansi ... wee 33 


re Total, 142 4,823 


New Officers and Committees. 


At a business meeting, April 7th, the following officers were 
elected :— 


President, ... ... ‘Rev. G.H.Houpsarp, Pagoda Anchorage, 
Vice-President, ... ... G, F. Froes, Shanghai, 
General Secretary, ...._... Miss Sustz M. Burpicx, Shanghai. 
Editorial Secretary, ... 5, S. Harrwet, Foochow. 
Supt. of Junior Endeavor... ,, Mary A. Posey, Shanghai. 
Treasurer ... ... P. Foochow. 
Cor. Sec., North-China ... ,, F. B. Parrerson, Tientsin. 

Do. Central ,,  ... Rev. J. E. Ningpo. 

Do. South , «.. H.V. Noves, D.D., Canton. 
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TRANSLATION COMMITTEE. 


Rev. D. W. Lyon, Peking, Chairman ; Rev. D. MacGuuttvray, 
- Shanghai; Rev. G. D. Witper, Tang-cho, near Peking ; Rev. Lt. 
Luoyp, Foochow ; Rev. J. Water, Foochow ; Rev. Wa. Bannister, 
Hongkong. | 

LOOKOUT COMMITTEE. 


Rev. D. W. Lyon, Peking; Rev. F. E, Buanp, Foochow; Rev. 
J. E. SHormaxker, Rev. J. W. Heywoop, Miss K. Gopparp, Mr. Dzina 
Kyina-yone, Ningpo; Rev. H. G. C, Mr. Tse ME-Kona, 
Hangchow; Rev. W. S. Ament, Peking; Mr. Cu‘en Cuar-ran, Amoy. 

It is hoped that during the year many names will be added to 
the Lookout Committee. 


Resolutions. 


Be it resolved, that we the delegates of the Christian Endeavor 
Societies of China now assembled in National Convention at Foochow do 
with deep pleasure express our hearty thanks for good things here given 
and received. 

And first we are most grateful to God that the boundless love of the 
Father, the abiding presence of Christ, and the indwelling power of 
the Holy Spirit, have been so richly manifested during these closing 
years of the nineteenth century in this wonderful movement which has 
brought us together at this time. His mercy endureth forever, and His 
faithfulness unto all generations. 


Second, We are very thankful to be permitted to see the face and 
hear the voice of the man who was chosen of God to originate this 
movement so fraught with blessing to many peoples in many lands; and to 
Dr. Clark, and to the worthy companion of his long journeys, and his help- 
meet in all his plans and labors, we express our special thanks for the 
unusual pains at which they have been to be with us at this time and for 
their abundant labors during this convention. 


Third, We express our grateful appreciation for the presence and 
co-operation of the officers and members of the Epworth Leagues who 
have been one with us in these meetings and our thanks for the free 
use of the T‘ieng-ang-tong and Ching-sing-tong. 

Fourth, We request H. B. M.’s Consul Playfair and U.S. Consul 
S. L. Gracey to accept our thanks for loan of flags for adorning the rooms 
in which we have met, and also express our indebtedness to Consul Gracey 
for his address of welcome and for his warm and helpful interest in the 
convention, 

Also, we express our thanks to Consul-General Goodnow for his 
letter expressing interest in this convention and his regret that illness 
_ prevented his attendanee. 


Fifth, We gladly acknowledge our great obligations to the officers 
and committees of this convention, whose patient planning and tireless 
labors have contributed so materially to the success of these meetings; 
also our indebtedness to the presiding officers and those who have led 
the singing with organ and cornets. : 
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Siath, We tender our hearty thanks to the speakers and the inter- 
preters who have borne the burden and heat of the day, especially those 
who have come from far ; and we trust that they have been as blest in 
giving as we have in receiving. 

Seventh, We gratefully appreciate the labors of those whose helpful 
hospitality has been so generous and so acceptable to the many hundreds 
in attendance, nor would we forget the Chinese help who have enabled 
ee to perform the part of Martha without losing the blessing 
of Mary. 


Eighth, Resolved, that this convention express its full sympathy 
with the aims of the Chinese National Anti-Opium League and pledges 
itself to endeavor in every way to lessen the great national evil of 
opium smoking and opium eating. 

Ninth, Whereas we believe that foot-binding is one of the greatest 
hindrances to the true advance of this country, we therefore earnestly 
entreat all to do their utmost to do away with this custom. 


Tenth, That in view of the general prevalence of a me 
spirit and mercenary practices, both in private and in public life, we urge 
that all Christian Endeavorers should carry the Spirit of Christ into all 
their affairs, be known as unselfish and incorruptible in every relation of 
life, the friends of everything good and the opponents of every evil practice 
in every station to which God may call them. 


Eleventh, We think’ that it is practicable to organize societies in 
the villages in a simple form, with the pledge, the union topics for the 
rayer meetings, and the essential features of this movement, which will 
be an inestimable help to the development of Christian life in our village 
churches. 
We recommend that all the missionaries and native pastors organize 
societies in their charges as soon as possible and carry into them the spirit 
of this great movement of the young people for bringing the world to Christ. 


Notes and Comments. 


At the opening meeting of the Convention, Friday morning, cordial 
addresses of welcome were given by Mr. Ding Kai-ceng, President of 
the Fuh-kien Christian Endeavor Union, and Mr. Hu Sie-guong, Secretary 
of the Foochow Epworth League. Dr. 8. L, Gracey, U. 8. Consul, 
Foochow, spoke for China, Dr. Clark gave a very happy response. 


While Rev. Mr. Heywood was delivering his address on Good 
Citizenship, which is published in the current number, in the men’s 
meeting, Rev. Mr. Hallock, of Hangchow, spoke on the same subject to 
the women and girls gathered in a neighboring church. | 


After the address by Dr. Clark at the men’s consecration meeting, 
which was listened to with deep interest, the Chinese presiding officer, 
Rev. Mr. Hok Sing, spoke with great earestness and said: “ There are 
times when we are conscious of having our hearts moved greatly and being 
brought near to God. Thus has it been during this address, we have been 
carried from height to height, We should always live as if we could see 
Christ nailed to the cross, And why was He nailed there? That He 
might redeem us to such privileges as have been set before us to-day. 
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Such love must constrain us and make us fight the lusts and the bad 
customs. Thus we shall not go half way and give out.” We gather the 
following from remarks made ly the Chinese: ‘The crucifixion moves 
me greatly. Thus should we offer up the body to Christ.” . . . “ Our hearts 
were spoilt ; but it is our privilege to have them repaired and given to 
Christ. Our hearts are the one precious thing which we have to present 
to Christ.” ...‘*Our bodies have been redeemed by Christ. As in the 
body each member has its duty, so we all have our duties in Christ’s body. 
Let us each fill his place.” . . . “Christ is the vine, we the branches, but 
something attracts us and we covet it and neglect Christ. Some men 
have ‘ wine friends’ or ‘card friends,’ and are so taken up with these that 
they have no time for anything else. No time! We have time enough 
if our hearts are set on it.” .. . “God said to Israel : Your mouth is near, 
but your heart is far. So with some, the mouth says Christ is my Master, 
but the conduct denies Him,” ... “I ask my heart, Do I reject Christ ? 
He came to be our example; do we accept Him as such?. If not we are 
rejecting Him.” ... “There is such a thing as unpremeditated rejection 
of Christ, The watching disciples did not intend to neglect Him; but 
they dropped asleep, and sv took no care for Him. So covetousness may 
put us to sleep.” . . . ‘‘ We all love Christ. Why do we prize Him? For 
the good we anticipate to our bodies or to our souls, temporal advantages 
or an eternal good?” ... “If we reject His we reject Him.” .. . “ Obeying 
His commands is following Him; but there may be a general purpose to 
follow Him, and yet a rejection of Him in particular things.” ... “The 

rophet asked, Who hath believed our report? So men disbelieve, and 
Lene see no value in Christ. In the Holy Word He is set before us ; 
and we must never leave this Holy Word.” 


Tiong, of Shao-wu, said: ‘‘ The man now pastor at Shao-wu and others 
saw the Christian Endeavor here and were pleased with it, but feared 
that we could not do so at Shao-wu. I said we can; and we organized 
with great success. Other churches followed us, till now we have a num- 
ber of societies with over three hundred members.” 


Mr. Lau took two verses as a text, ‘ Pray to thy Father in secret,” 
and “Pray without ceasing.” He said: “There are various things per- 
taining to prayer, but the main thing is to so pray as to be answered. 
All sorts of classes and conditions of men came to Christ; but all these 
things did not matter so long as they fulfilled the one condition which 
Christ imposed, Lukewarmness and love of the world are two great 
hindrances to prayer, while persistence and privacy are two great helps. 
They have now a boat which can travel under water, because it is every- 
where air tight, and there are no openings through which water can 
enter. So should it be with the mind in prayer; there should be no 
openings for anything sensual, worldly, or selfish to enter. The Pharisee’s 
heart was very leaky. The psalmist said: ‘If I regard iniquity in my 
heart the Lord will not hear my prayer.’ It is not enough to go through 
the mere form of going into a chamber; our Savior’s thought was deeper 
than this. In a secret chamber you can make your voice heard outside ; 
and Satan is always ready to come inside with you. The prayer of 
Moses before God is a model for us,” 


. Mr. Ding Ming-wong spoke on “Hidden Prayer,” or “ Alone 
Prayer.” He said: “This is a wide subject ; I wish to speak on three 
things pertaining to it: (1) Before prayer ; (2) During prayer; (3) After 
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prayer. (1). Before Prayer.—A big bell is hard to mount, but once 
mounted the ringing of it is easy. So the getting ready for “ Heart 
Prayer” may be ditlicult, The securing of a suitable place for prayer is 
not the greatest difficulty ; in a crowded place the heart may be quiet 
and in a quiet place the heart may be unquiet. To the quiet place must 
be added the quiet heart. Think to yourself God is here. Make it real 
to yourseif that God is meeting you. The idolater prays to wood or 
clay, and we think him very stupid. But at least he has something 
before him on which his attention is fastened. If we pray with no sense 
of God’s presence we have nothing before us, and are more stupid than 
the idolater, (2). During Prayer.—We should use the voice ; thus doing 
we shall be safer from intrusion and interruption. When Hannah 
prayed, her lips moved, but did not utter any sound, and Eli thought 
she was drunk, and interrupted her. David used his voice in prayer. 
The position, whether sitting, standing, or kneeling, is not essential. The 
heart’s attitude is essential ; it should be humble before God, whether the 
body kneels, or stands, or sits, The time may be long or short as the 
occasion befits. God does not put men under constraint. Seek first 
the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added unto you. 
Forgive those who may have offended you, In heaven there never will 
be two men who won’t speak to each other. (3). After Prayer.—We 
must carry with us the faith of our prayer.” At the junior rally, Saturday 
afternoon, ten girls with ten links of a paper chain recited Ten Para- 
bles on Unity: (1) The Body; (2) Boat with united Crew; (3) Allina 
Company, safe from a bird monster that would have carried off one 
alone; (4) Drops of Water uniting in a Shower; (5) We are God’s 
Field; (6) The Four Sons and the Bundle of Sticks; (7) The Ants; 
(8) The Mother Hen and her Chicks; (9) The Mosquito Curtain ; (10) 
The Christian Endeavor united by the Chain of Christian Virtues, Love, 
Truth, Light, Right, Good Teaching, etc. 


On “Rejecting Christ” one brother said: “It only harms one to 
climb half way up a ladder and tumble off.” Another said: ‘“ We are 
eager for some fancy article, and then quickly tire of it; but common 
needful things we never tire of. Christ is not a fancy article to be thus 
pleased with and then tired of, but the needful thing of our daily life.” 


This convention will result, we expect, in three important moves : (1) 
The formation of provincial unions similar to those already organized in 
Fuhkien and Canton; (2) The development of a distinctively Christian 
Endeavor literature in Chinese; (3) The appointment of a general 
Christian Endeavor secretary for China. Dr. Clark, as the result of his 
own observations, emphasized the need of these things ; and the convention 
was strongly of the same mind. Especially do we welcome the proposal 
to provide a general secretary, for which we must look to the generosity 


and goodwill of friends at home. 


Dr. Clark has had something more than two weeks’ work in North 
China, <A representative meeting was held at Tientsin, May 4th-6th. - 
Under date of May 15th Dr. Clark writes that the meetings were 
“thoroughly helpful and blessed of God.” Dr. and Mrs. Clark, with their 
son Harold, were just leaving for Vladivostock. Many will follow 
them with prayerful interest we aro sure on their long journey across 


Siberia. 
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Educational Department. 


Rev. E. T. Wittrams, M.A., Editor. 
Published in the interests of the ‘‘ Educational Association of China.” 


Tour in Behalf of the Anti-foot-binding Society. 
_ BY MRS ARCHIBALD LITTLE. 
(Concluded from p. 261, May No.) 
Fepruary 27th, 


HAD been planning to go to Wnu-chow Fa, but it seemed so 
doubtful whether there would be enongh time for a meeting 
there, as also as to whether I should arrive in Macao in time 

for the proposed meetings, that I changed and arranged to leave 
next morning, the 21st, for Macao, and I was very glad I had, for 
I received a letter from the governor, to whom I had obtained an 
introdaction from the Portugnese Consul-General at Shanghai, say- 
ing that most unfortunately the following Saturday and Sunday were 
the first days of the carnival, when conseqnently it would be impossi- 
ble to get any Portuguese to think of anything serions ; the Club, 
moreover, would be engaged by a dance and a comedy. Thus I was 
glad to arrive on Wednesday afternoon, and the more so when I found 
at Macao that no notices of meetings had yet been issued, This was 
then promptly done by the president for a meeting in the Portngnese 
Ciab at half-past eight on the Friday and for a Chinese meeting on 
the Saturday, at one o’clock, in the Toong Hsin ‘Tang, the only 
hall apparently available, if the beautiful one at the big Chinese 
hospital be left out, and that we thonght would be too far away. 

Sr. .d’Assumpcao, the president, took infinite pains to make 

the meeting at the Uniio Club a success. The drawing-room in ~ 
which it was held was a tine one, and many pots of flowers were 
brought. in ; but the language difficulty could not be got over. It was 
announced to be for English-speaking people, and the dozen Chinese 
who came, apparently understood, bat a great many of the Portu- 
guese who came at the beginning soon withdrew, leaving between 
fifty and sixty, of whom some fifteen or so became at once members 
of the Tien Tsu Hui. The next day the Chinese meeting, held in a hall 
opening directly on to a main thoroughfare, and with a gallery 
running right round rather beyond the voice-power of my inter- 
preter, Mr. Jong, was again somewhat unruly. Mr. Ho Sni-tin, one 
of the richest Chinese in Macao, introduced me to the audience, which 
was certainly numerous enongh, and after it was over took us 
back to tea with his daughters. It was rather a shock to find them 
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with bound feet, and a little girl of eight, whose feet were, her 
father suid, to be unbonnd, declared it did not hart. It was also 
rather a surprise to find a fine billiard table, on which the young 
jadies declared they played. ‘The house was very richly decorated 
with beaatiful carving, and the reception room where we had tea 
ite carried out old ideas of Oriental magnificence. Mr. Ho Sui- 
tin presented me with a photograph of himself in Mandarin dress, 
wearing five Portuguese decorations. But he did not offer to join the 
Tien Tsu Hui. He is, however, I believe, a member of the Macao 
society which three years ago was very active. So were the owners 
of a large house on the sea front with very heavily-gilded railings. 
Bat there all the little girls were nnbound. 

Next day there was a gathering at the English chapel, 
which the missionaries kindly allowed me to address, and an 
evidently very earnest member of the local society interpreted 
for me, doing so with real fervour, The sympathetically attentive 
andience was a great relief after the last two/jrestless ones, and 
at the end nearly all the men and seven women came for: 
ward to be associates. Among the first,a lady with tiny feet, 
laughingly pointing to the interpereter her husband as her reason 
for being there. But she also announced that she intended to 
unbind! There is less binding apparently at Macao than any- 
where I have yet visited. Very few of the Roman Catholics bind, and 
they consider that the custom is fast dying out. Several of the 
weaithy families do not bind. And what with intercourse for so 
many centuries with Portuguese, and so many of late years being 
educated or making their fortunes in America it is perhaps rather 
remarkable that any yet do bind. I was distressed though to meet so 
many of the countrywomen coming in to market hobbling painfully 
along supported by some stout-footed maid servant. This is, however, 
obviously a fashion that will die at first among the richer and more 
cultured classes. I wasalso told that at Heung-shan there were far 
more natural-footed women than at Macao, where, however, even 
as it is, bound feet are distinctly the exception rather than the rule. 

It is a surprise to me to find how much less missionaries have 
striven against binding in these southern ports than in the West, 
where missionary effort is comparatively so much more recent. I 
cannot understand any Christian congregation sitting down content 
with such a cruel practice in its midst. 

The meeting at the Chinese Club, Hongkong, on February 26th, 
was the crowning success of the series. Mr. Ho Tung and his 
brother, Mr. Ho Fook, Jardine’s compradores, had arranged it. The 
Chinese Club, only started a year ago, numbers some 200 members, 
and combines the comforts of Europe with the elegances of China— 


y 

4 

a4 

> 

bite 

> 
] 
] 
- 
~ 
w 
. 
> 
* 
Me 
» 
* 
5 


1900.] EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT. 815 


stuffed arm chairs and carved black wood. The whole committee 
came to the outside door and lined the passage way to receive Lady 
and Miss Blake, who kiudly accompanied me. There were at 
least 150 Chinese, mostly leading merchants, present; they were 
sitting out into the balconies, besides filling the two rooms thrown 
open. All stood up and bowed as we entered. Mr. Ho Tung presided, 
and after the speeches aud two votes of thanks the proceedings con- 
cluded with three cheers and a tiger, given quite in the Euglish fashion. 
I never thought to live to see and hear the like from an assemblage of 
Chinese men. We adjourned to the most elegant refection of tea and 
cakes upstairs, at which only the favoured few among the Chinese 
gentlemen assisted, and discussed how to form a good Chinese 
working committee, also what. arrangements should be made for 
Lady Blake’s tea party for Chinese ladies next Thursday. It was 
decided that both bound- and uobound-footed ladies should be 
asked, that their husbands should be invited to bring them and 
then be entertained in one room whilst the ladies should be in 
another, that it should be by invitation, and that a missionary lady 
should be asked to interpret; this last at the special request of a 
Chinese gentleman. 

To-day by Dr. Wright’s kindness there is to be a meeting at 
Queen’s College of about 700 Chinese young men; the Bishop of 
Victoria and Mr. Pearce, of the Loudoun Mission, each bringing a 
contingent, and the latter very kindly interpreting. Thus the work 
goes on; on all sides we hear of feet being unbound, and we cannot 
help hopiug that soon there will not be a bound foot left in Victoria- 


Marcu 10th. 


On March Ist, by the invitation of Lady Blake, for the first 
time in the annals of governmeut house, Hongkong, its portals 
were thrown open to Chinese ladies, and towards four o'clock little 
groups were to be seen at the various entrances “ hobbling painfully 
onwards” to the great ball-room, There it was the audience itself 
that, on seeing the crowd, requested amahs all to stand up, and 
presently all seats were occupied as well as fifty additional chairs 
brought in, whilst about seventy were standing down either side of 
the room, and some 200 school girls only found place on the floor. 
Mrs. Ho Tung, wife of Jardine’s compradore, read aloud the words 


on the card of Association, and then Mrs, Lieung, Australian bred, | 


interpreted as Lady Bluke said how glad she was to see Chinese 
ladies there, and how much she wished to see them again. She also 
interpreted for me as I addressed the meeting; only once breaking 
off to apostrophise, on her own account, two ladies sitting towards 
the front and displaying very prominently their small bound feet. 
One of them pleaded that she was too old to unbind, and the address 
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wenton, After it was over forty-seven ladies and little girls gave in 
their names as joining the Society. It was impossible to refuse the 
latter when without anyone prompting them they held out their 
money and wrote down their own names, for amongst them were some 
four or five with already cramped feet, so that it was abundantly 
clear the little girls knew what they were about, Although very 
many went away without attempting to get tea in the drawing-room, 
that again was so crowded that all the European ladies had to stand, 
It was somewhat pitiful to see the rows of amahs waiting meanwhile — 
in the hall to support their tottering mistresses to their chairs, 

Since then there have been three meetings in Swatow—one 
European, two Chinese—but the event has been a visit with Mrs. 
Foster, of the American Baptist Mission there to Kit-yang, five hours 
by steam-lauuch up the river. Mr. and Mrs. Speicher had thought it 
impossible to convene a meeting, but arranged to pay calls on 
six of the principal families, with whom they appeared to be on excep- 
tionally friendly terms. Jn all unbinding was the order of the day ; 
in one the lady of the house said she had unbound three years before, 
and her feet had quite regained their natural shape. Bound at eight, 
unbound at twenty-one, seemed to be the record of her life. In another 
house two toes were refractory, and would not come up. In another 
one lady of the house had natural feet, another was unbindivg, aud 
a third said she intended to do so. One family, where one son was 
a Chti-jen, two Hsiu-tsais, and the other the head of the Hsiu-tsais, 
just invited to Peking to instruet the Manchus there, had politely 


‘ Jaid open upon the table the number of the Wan Kwoh Kung Pao 


with my portrait in it. There was no Chinese society against 
binding as in Swatow itself, but to judge by those six leadiug families 
the movement must be widespread and deeply rooted. 

They bind late in those parts ; often at twelve and even thirteen, 
when thechild seems to suffer more, but sheis thus able todo a 
certain amount of field work first. There is no cleft between the heel 
and fleshy forepart of the foot, which is thus only narrowed, but such - 
an abnormally high heel is worn, as gives the foot, placed slanting | 
in it, the appearance of being very short. The only part of the shoe 
that touches the ground is, in most cases, this extraordinarily high 
heel. Thus the women of Swatow and the neighbourhood decidedly do 
not walk on tip toe, There is, however, often a little round hole at the 
tip of the shoe through which the toe can be seen, bandagedof course. 

It only remains to add that in Swatow all was planned and 
arranged for by missionaries, except one meeting held at the 
Commissioner’s house by the kindness of Mr. and Mrs, Boyd Bredon. 

Mr. Bredon’s sudden death shortly afterwards made this meet- 
ing over which he so genially presided the more memorable. 
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Our Book Cable. 


We have received Transactions of 
the Asiatic Society of Japan, also 
The Modern Newspaper, being a 
paper read before a local society 
by Professor Leavenworth, of the 
Nan-yang College. To be had for 
fifty cents at the Mercury Office. 


The China Review or Notes and Queries 
on the Far Hast, February and March, 
—-1900. 
Interesting articles are: ‘ The 
Present Dynasty and MHeaven’s 
Decree,” by Arthur H, Smith, of 
P‘ang-chuang, and Dr. E. Von 
Lach’s Additions and Corrections 
to Giles’ Dictionary. 


An Elementary Zo- 
Dr. M. W. 
Here we have not pictures of 
lamellibranchiate, icthyosauri, ver- 
tebrata, and other dry articles, 
but entertaining anecdotes of 
living animals, domestic and other- 
wise. The compiler, having the 
needs of the family in his eye, 
has wisely confined himself to 
quadrupeds, The illustrations are 
delightfully clear, We notice that 
a donkey, however, is called ER by 
misplacement. 


D. MacG. 


Seventh Annual Report and Catalogue of 
the North Fuhkien Religious ‘Tract 
Society for 1899, Head-quarters Foo- 
chow. 


This Society has printed during 
the year 70,000 volumes of bvoks, 
being an increase over 1898 of 
32,500 volumes, No sheet tracts 
have been printed this year; but 
84,100 Sabbath calendars have been 
issued as compared with 55,000 sheet 
tracts and 25,000 calendars in 1898, 
The number of books purchased from 
outports shows an increase of about 
1,000 copies ; and an iucrease of 400 


copies is seen in the issues of the 
Romanized newspaper. 

The Commentary on the Pen- 
tateuch and the Commentary on the 
New Testament have had large 
sales. Of forthcoming works— 
some in Wén-li, some in Foochow 
Colloquial—we are glad to note 
“An Exposition of the Shepherd 
Psalm,” “The Christian’s Secret of 
a Happy Life,” Andrew Murray 
on “Humility,” and Drummond’s 
“Greatest Thing in the World,” 


The New Testament, in plain Wén-li; 
translated by the Rt, Rev, J. I, 8. 
Schereschewsky, formerly missionary 
Bishop in Shanghai of the American 
Episcopal Church, Printed at Shuei- 
sha, Tokio, Japan, 1898, 

A translator of the Bible into 
Wén-li, be it deep or easy Wén, 
has before him a difficult if not an 
impossible task. It is not that the 
Chinese language, like some of the 
African dialects, or like some of 
the languages of the South Pacific 
islands, is deficient in vocabulary 
or in verbiage. Nor is it because 
the meanings of the numerous 
Chinese monograms are too cir- 
cumscribed to be incapable of con- 
veying the meanings of the words 
used in the Bible. The difficulty 
lies in the difference of style and in 
the fixedness of the Chinese Wén-li 
style. It would not be easy to find 


‘two kinds of composition in liter- 


ature that differ more radically 
in style than do the Bible, both in 
the Old and New Testaments, and 
the literary style of the Chinese. 

The style of the Scriptures is 
very perspicuous, very exact, and 
abounds in personal pronouns. 
Wén-li tacks all of these. It is 
vague, it is inexact, and it is pain- 
fully destitute of pronouns, especial- 
ly the personal, 

Auother wide difference, which 
creates also another great difficulty, 
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is that Wén-li has a fixed style 
that will not bend to the needs of 
the translator. Chinese Wéun-li is 


_a dead language—not spoken, only 


used in books as Latin was used a 
few hundred years ayo in Europe. 
It is fossilized and fixed, and any 
tampering with its style, destroys 
it as one would destroy a skeleton 
by attempting to rearrange the 
bones. He would find himself in 
possession of a pile of bones and 
not of an organized skeleton. 

The work that the translator has 
before him is to give a faithful and 
accurate rendering of the Bible 
with its clear style and exact 
language, abounding with personal 
pronouns, into a language whose 
style is already fixed and does not 
admit of change or improvement, 
which to tamper with is to destroy 
a style that is inexact and that is 
notoriously destitute of the pro- 
nouns that mean so much in Bible 
language and style. 

Some versions err in_ being 
slavishly literal, and while they 


stick close to the original, produce 


a style which repels the very class 
of Chinese for whom the task of 
translating was undertaken, the 
literati; other versions err in the 
opposite direction, . while being 
anxious to please the taste of the 
native scholar, they do not stick to 


the text and the translation be- 
comes a misty paraphrase. 

If it is possible to translate 
the Bible into Chinese Wén-li at 
all and have passably good Wén.li 
while remaining faithful to the 
meaning of the original, as the 
translator understands it, it seems 
to us that Dr. Schereschewsky has 
come nearer doing so than anyone 
else whv has yet undertaken the 
task. His Wén-li is easy—very 
easy—and his style is certainly very 
clear and perspicuous. He manages 
the pronouns perhaps better than 
anyone else has succeeded in doing. 
While he is not so anxious to re- 
produce the tpsissima verba of the 
original he is faithful in rendering 
the meaning of the text, which is 
after all the item of greatest im- 
portance, There is no attempt to 
reproduce in any degree the Greek 
idiom in the Chinese. The style is 
very readable; in fact one feels 
that the translator certainly knows 
his art and that the book is by no 
means a failure. 

So far as the need for a new 
Wén-li version of the New Testa- 
ment is concerned, it certainly 
seems that this one by Dr. Schere- 
schewsky leaves very little else in 


this line to be desired. , 


A. SYDENSTRICKER. 


Enitorial Comment, 


WE believe that no apology 
is needed for our devoting the 
main portion of this number of 
the RxecorveER to the Christian 
Endeavor Convention at Foochow. 
While in a sense the convention 
was not representative ; there 
being less than a dozeu delegates 
from provinces north of Fuhkien, 
yet in another sense it was repre- 
sentative. While Christian En- 
deavor has flourished in Fuhkien 


more than in other provinces, the 
value of the movement in other 
quarters has been great, and only 
the difficulty of dialects prevented 
this convention from being rep- 
resentative in every sense of 
the word. | 

We therefore bespeak for our 
readers who have not tested or 
used Christian Endeavor methods 
a careful reading of the report of 
this convention, feeling sure that 
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it will be suggestive and helpful. 
Christian Endeavor workers will 
need no urging. 


Dr. anv Mrs. Cuark left Tien- 
tsin for Viadivostock May 16th, 
purposing to cross Asia by the 
new Russian route. Before they 
left, a North China Union of 
Christian Endeavor was formed, 
with Dr. Ament for president; 
and the outlook for the growth 
of this union is good. 

One of Dr. Clark’s parting 
suggestions to Christian Eudeavor 
workers related to the great need 
of Christian Endeavor literature 
in Mandarin. It is greatly to be 
hoped that those interested in 
this movement will put their 
“shoulders to the wheel” and 
give both breadth and depth to 
the thinkivg of our converts by 
helpful literature in the way of 
biographies, etc., in the Mandarin, 
If it is true that Christian En- 
deavor fills a need in China it is 
in the line of training converts 
to study the Bible and to work 
‘for Christ. Bright, wholesome, 
thoughtful literature goes far to 
aid in both these directions. 

We presume that the Transla- 
tion Committee appointed at 
Foochow finds its ratson d’étre in 
this very need for literature, and 
trust we shall soon hear from the 
committee. 

* * 


Otr indefatigable friend, Mr. 
Alex. Don, who works so en- 
thusiastically over the scattered 
Chinese sheep in New Zealand, 
sends us a thin pamphlet with 
graphic descriptions of the joys 
of « winter tour ‘mid snow and 
ice’’ to give lantern pictures to 
the little handfuls of miners and 
ranchers spread over a wide area, 


and all of them apparently as 
nearly as possible inaccessible. 
Such perseverance cannot fail 
to be rewarded. There ought to 
be an army of Chinese work- 
ers traversing the vast plains of 
China as well as its innumerable 
valleys on similar errands, Some 
day there will be, but by that 
time it will be too late to reach 
some who are now accessible, 


WHEN the student of Chinese 
comes to a particularly difficult 
hrase or word either in his own 
anguage or in Chinese it is a 
good plan to give it no rest until 


some way has been found of 
transferring the idea. One of 


the toughest of the many knots 
perpetually presenting themselves 
to those who have occasion ac- 
curately to render English terms 
into Chinese, is the group of 
words “ condition,” “‘ on condition 
that,” “conditionally,” etc, When 
we meet them we generally look 
them squarely in the face and 
then “go around them,” rightly 
judging that they simply cannot 
Ge tranferred into Chinese (al- 
though they can be). 

This was the experience of an 
officer in the British Consular 
service. Having to conduct some 
delicate negotiations, in the course 
of which it was found (or ime 
agined) that the high Chinese 
official concerned was likely to 
be influenced by the almost un- 
ceasing stream of telegrams dee 
tailing the successes of the Boers, 
on receipt of an important mes- 


sage giving a different turn to. 


tv South African events it seemed 


desirable to let the Chinese | 


kuow that General Cronje had 
“surrendered unconditionally.” 
In order to avoid the embarrass- 


\ 
$ 
we 
4 
> 
3. 
min 
‘ 
Tt 
4 
& 
| 
| 
‘ 
2 
a 
{ 


320 


ment of turning this into Chinese 
the telegram was shown to the 
official interpreter (a graduate of 
the T‘ung Wen Kuan in Peking) 
with a request to pass it on io 
Chinese, which he did. The 
next day he was asked how he 
had rendered the word ‘ uncon- 
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ditionally,” and the British offi. 
cer was greatly edified to learn 
that the Great Man bad been 
told that General Cronje had sur- 
rendered “tu yuan wu ku 
in other words, ‘for no reason 
whatever |” 


Rlissionary Actos. 


Anti-Opium League 


in China. 

Contributions. 
Previously reported __... $572 
Rev, G, Reusch, Hongkong ... 2. 
» Kircher 99 2. 
» M. Schaub, Li-long 
9? G, Fiegler, eee 1, 
» H, Wintergerst ,, 1 
»  1,G,Loercher, Long-heu... 2, 


Rev. F. Brown, Tientsin 
TIT. B. Owen, Foochow 
Mr, Tung, of Chinkiang, per 


Miss Mary Robinson 3 
Soochow ... 5 
A 

+ 

2.00 

«. 1.47 
$620.19 

W. H. Pars, M,.D., 
Treasurer. 


Soocuow, May 11th, 1900. 


- A.-O. League Notes. 


Steps were taken at a recent 
meeting of the Executive Committee 
to arrange with the printing presses 
in China to prepare and keep in 
stock the League’s literature. 

Dr. Christie has agreed to act as 
vice-president for Manchuria, and 
Rev. Arnold Foster has accepted 
the same position for Hankow. 


The subject of instituting plans 
for preventing so many suicides by 
opium, is now under consideration 
by the Executive Committee, and it 
is earnestly hoped that something 
may be done soon for the lessening 
of this monster evil. 7 

A tract, by the venerable Dr. 
Kerr, of Canton, and also one by 
the president of the League, are to 
be published as soon as funds will 
justify. 

T. C. Britton, 
Secretary. 


A Recent Missionary 
Journey. 


Seldom have I enjoyed a tour of 
visitation among the churches more 
than the one just completed. 
Within a fortnight after my return 
to Amoy from my first furlough in 
England I started with Dr. E. 8. 
Dukes, the new doctor for our 
furthermost station of Ting-chow- 
fu, about 230 miles N. W. of 
Amoy, in which city we are start- 
ing a foreign hospital. Leaving 
the doctor in the care of our 
native pastor I visited all the 
churches in the Ting-chow and 
north river districts, save one 
only recently opened, I was away 
from Amoy about seven weeks, and 
the whole journey to and fro cov- 
ered about 540 miles, partly by boat, 
partly in sedan chair or on foot. 

I am thankful to say that every- 
where I was very heartily welcomed 
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by the native Christians, besides 
having many excellent opportuni- 
ties of preaching the gospel, as well 
as interesting talks with scores of 
_ individuals on the truths of salva- 
tion. I baptized 15 men, 9 women, 
and 15 children, making a total of 
39 persons received into the king- 
dom of Christ. Moreover, at nearly 
every place there are large num- 
bers of hearers coming regularly 
to worship and being prepared 
by the preachers for future bap- 
tism. 

One special note of deep interest 
is the fact that the first foundations 
of a Christian church have been 
laid in the prefectural city of Ting- 
chow, the last city in the Fukien 
province to receive the gospel and 
thus to be claimed for Christ. On 
Easter Sunday—the day chosen by 
the early church for many cen- 
turies on which to receive new con- 
verts—I baptized one man and two 
women and received another man 
by transfer from -the Salvation 
Army, the first fruits of our work 
in this city and the nucleus of the 
first Christian church in this im- 
portant centre. The man accepted 
by transfer is a native of a country 
town not far away who had been 
abroad and was converted by the 
instrumentality of the Salvation 
Army. His wife, who had not 
been abroad and is much younger 
than he is, was baptized at the 
same time and is an intelligent and 
earnest Christian. 


In the afternoon of the same 
Sunday our native pastor and I 
celebrated the Lord’s Supper with 
the new Christians and several 
Christian workers present—a spe- 
cially solemn and soul-stirring occa- 
sion—all the more so when we 
remember that it was the first time 
in the long history of the city that 
the Christian rites of baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper have ever been 
administered there. May we not 


hope that the fire now kindled . 


upon the altar may nevermore be 
extinguished until Christ comes to 
claim His own. 


One other point is worth noting 
in the present most unsettled con- 
dition of some parts of China—that 
all the Mandarins of the city are 
friendly to us. The prefect of the 
city—head of them all—is unusual- 
ly gracious and genial. He in- 
vited Dr. Dukes and myself, to- 
gether with Pastor Chiu and our 
native doctor, to a feast and then 
presented us each with a fan in- 
scribed with Chinese characters, 
most beautifully written in his own 
handwriting, a very high mark of 
respect and kindliness. 


There is every hope that as soon 
as the contemplated hospital is 
opened, the work of God will 
abundantly prosper, both in the 
city and in the surrounding dis- 
trict. 


In the older north river dis- 
trict there are signs of much activ- 
ity and progress in nearly all the 
churches, and here as_ elsewhere 
we are only hindered from extend- 
ing our borders by the lack of men 
and means, 

Pray therefore that God may 
richly bless the labours of His 
servants, native and foreign alike, 
in the conversion of precious souls 
and in the building up of the 
kingdom of Christ in the Fukien 
province. 

Frank P, JOSELAND. 


London Mission, Amoy, 
The Ecumenicat 
Conference. 


As we go to press, the first echoes 
from the Ecumenical Conference 
reach us. The 2,000 or more dele- 
gates present contain a fair sprink- 
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ling of China missionaries. The 
report of the Committee of Stat- 
istics, James 8S, Dennis, chairman, 
which has just reached us, is a book 
in itself, multwm in parvo, and 
requires careful study. 


We are first made ashamed for 
thinking missionary statistics “dry.” 
“Tf as patriots we are called upon 
to confront an alert and powerful 
foe, is ita dull fact that, soldier for 
soldier, our forces equal or out- 
number his? If as citizens we 
watch for the returns of an impor- 
tant election, is it wearisome to have 
the votes counted in long columns 
of figures in favor of our candidate ? 
If individual wealth is reckoned by 
thousands, rather than by hun- 
dreds, does this awaken any par- 
ticular detestation of numbers in 
significant array ?” 

The difficulties in the way of 
classifying statistics from all over 
the world, and rendering them 
harmonious and accurate, are phe- 
nomenal. The “Centennial Sta- 
tistics,” as this report is called, have 
brought order out of what must at 
first have seemed hopeless chaos, 
Societies and missions*at work 
in foreign fields’ are most 
luminously classified under three 
heads :— | 


I. Societies ‘directly engaged in 
conducting foreign missions, 

II. Societies indirectly co-operat- 
ing or aiding in foreign missions. 

III. Societies or institutions in- 
dependently engaged in specialized 
effort in various departments of 
foreign missions. 


Other subjects touched upon by 
way of introduction in this report, 
are: the propriety of including 
missionaries’ wives as full mission- 
aries, which is objected to by a few 
societies, but which the committee 
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upholds ; and the proper name by 
which to indicate the “ adher- 
ents” or nominal but non-com- 
municant Christians. The phrase 
used is, “native Christian com- 
munity.” 

After four pages of introduction, 
follow twenty-one pages of 
tistics, giving in various forms a 
world-view of the societies engaged 
in foreign missions, their incomes, 
staff, evangelistic returns, fields, 
kinds and methods of work, etc. 
We can only give a glimpse here of 
certain totals achieved. Thank 
God for a century of missions, for 
a church awakening, and for the 
Holy Spirit, who is showing His 
power and purpose to save the 
world ! 


Total native Christi 
community. 


I 


929 
828 


2/8 Societies, 
= 
= Number of Societies. 
e | 
Income from home and 
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Biary of Ebents 


April 25th.—A serious fight between 
Boxers and Roman Catholic Christians 
50 li south of Pao-ting-fu, near a place 
called Chiang-chia-chuang, Two thou- 
sand Boxers attacked a Roman Catholic 
village, aud the villagers having antici- 

ated the attack, were well armed with 
The Boxers finally retreated. 


26th.— Li, the Empress-Dowager’s 
favorite —" eunuch, died sud- 
denly at et t is widely believed 
he was poisoned. He left an estate of 
38 millions of taels, of which a third is 
said to be in hard cash; this wealth he 
obtained through bribes and ‘‘ presents” 
from high officials desirous of place and 
power, 


Viceroy Chang Chih-tung held a grand 
review of the — under him outside 
Wu-chang ; there being no less than 36 
battalions of all arms, numbering 18,000 
rank and file present, The men were 
all organized, drilled, and armed after 
the German model, and made a very 
favourable appearance. 


April.—The title deeds of the land 
acquired by Russia at Masampho, have 
been duly handed over, The land will 
be applied to the use of the volunteer 
fleet. In other words, it will be a coal- 
ing station, much after the fashion of 
Inasa at Nagasaki, 


5th.—Three hundred natives attacked 
Major Penrose, R.E., and six soldiers 
at Kiao-tou while engaged in the de- 
limitationof Wei-hai-wei. Major Penrose 
was severely injured, Colonel Bower, of 
the first (Chinese regiment, with his 
escort, came to their rescue; sixteen 
natives being killed. On the 6th two 


thousand natives attacked the first. 


Chinese regiment at Tsao-miao-tze, and 
were repulsed with the loss of ten 
killed. The Chinese commissioners 
are being held by the villagers, 


6th.—The foundation stone of the new 
German church was laid in Shanghai. 

The British gunboats Woodcock and 
Woodlark, having surmounted all the 
— on the Upper Yangtze, between 
Ichang and Chungking, have arrived 
safely at Chungking. 

9th.—At the request of H, E. Yuan 
Shih-kai, Governor of Shantung, the 
British relieved the Chinese Boundary 
Commissioners unopposed. 


in the Far East. 


10th.—The C. M. 8, a at 
Tsing-yung-t‘u, near Taichow, looted 
and in large part destroyed by fire. 
The marauders sought for the native 
pastor, purposing to kill him. The 
officials are doing all in their power to 
make reparation. 


13th.—Li Ping-héng, Imperial Com. 
missioner of Investigation of the Yang- 
tze Valley, is to arrive at Nanking. His 
errand is ostensibly to inspect the 
forts and troops at Chinkiang, etc, ; but 
he is actually engaged in finding out the 
strength and influence of foreign na- 
tions in the Yangtze Valley ; and upon 
his confidential report thereon will rest 
the future policy of the Peking govera- 
ment vis @ vis foreign nations. 


18th.— An attack on the Border 
Commission, appointed to settle the 
boundary between Burmah and Yunnan, 
is reported. Two of the British mem- 
bers have been killed and Consul Litton 
has been injured, 

A mob of malcontents in Li-chuan 
district, Hupeh, attacked a number of 
Christian villagers and killed some, 
destroying two villages. A strong body 
of yamén runners, sent by the magistrate 
of Li-chuan, increased the wrath of the 
malcontents, who killed five of the 
runners and chased the remainder into 
—* the gates of which were then 
shut. 


19th.—The Boxers in Chih-li have 
again been violently attacking the 
Christians between Peking and Pao-ting 
Fu. It is reported that some sixt 
Christian converts have been killed, 
some of them being burnt alive. 


22nd.—Dispatches received from re- 
liable quartersat Peking state that many 
scions of the Manchu nobility have 
joined the Boxer Association, and that 
several princes and dukes have given 
their consent to act as patrons of that 
Society, although the walls of Peking 
have recently been placarded with Im- 

rial proclamations denouncing the 

xers as outlaws, and therefore liable 
to be executed according to the laws. 


26th.—News of the burning of the 
C, M. S..church in Fungan city, Fuh- 
kien, by incendiaries, 
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28th,—It is reported that the Chinese 
government will make Chin-wang-tao, 
near Pei-tai-ho, a naval station for the 
Pei-yang squadron, in addition to a 
commercial port, It is intended to con- 
struct there graving docks, machine 
shops, etc., the whole to cost something 
between six and seven million taels, 
The contract for the works will go toa 
~ syndicate, headed by Herr 

ru 
29th, —A serious outbreak of the 


Boxers occurred between Tientsin and © 
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Peking. The rioters have gone on to 
Peking and have torn up the railway to 
prevent pursuit. The foreign men-of- 
war at Taku are landing men, but Tien- 
tsin itself is quiet. The gravity of the 
situation lies in the evident belief of the 
Manchus, including the Empress-Dow- 
ager, that they would be able, by con- 
certed action, to drive all foreigners out 
of North China. The Boxer troubles 
have, without doubt, been secretly 
fomented by the Empress-Dowager 
and the Manchus, 


Blissionary Journal, 


BIRTHS. 

Ar K‘ai-yian, Manchuria, April 27th, 
the wife of Rev. James Srosiz, U. P. 
C. S., of a son. 

Ar Chinkiang, May 13th, the wife of 
Rev, 8. I, Woopsripes, 8. P, M., of a 
daughter (Jean Margaret). 


DEATHS. 


_ Ar Chambersburg, Pa., March 3ist, 


Rosert Apatr, son of Rev. R, M, and 
Madge D. Mateer, A, P, M., aged 
fourteen months and twenty-one days. 

At Nagasaki, Japan, May 22nd, ALice 
K. Marston, L.R.C.P., of S. P. G., 
Peking, through bursting of blood 
vessel in the brain. | 
MARRIAGES. 

At Tientsin, May lith, by H. B. M. 
Consul and Rev, J, H, Pyke, Dr. 
JENNIE M, Hix, A, P, M., and Rev. 
Ropert A. Mrronett, C, P, M,, 
Honan, 

At Shanghai, May 16th, ALBert Bices 
and Miss Emma L, Ranpaut, C, I, M, 


ARRIVALS. 

At Shanghai, May 3rd, Mrs. M. B, 
GRIER and child, from U. 8. A. 
(returned), 8, P. M.; Rev. W. F, 
WALKER, wife, and daughter, from 
U.S. A, (returned), M. E. M.; Miss 
Martin and Miss Martin, M.D., for 
Peking, Mr. J. F. Martin, for Tien- 
tsin, from U, 8, A., M. E. M, 


At Shanghai, May 5th, Miss Bait‘mer, 


from Germany, Misses BAsnettT,SLATER, 
F.M, MacDona.p, and F R, Dieters, 


from England, C, I. M.; Miss Amy 
Crocker, from England (returned), 
C, M. 8. Ningpo; Miss Mary I, 
PRinDIVELLe, from England for An- 
glican N, C, M,, Tientsin. aus 
At Shanghai, May 29th, Miss G, M. 
Hi11, from Ireland, for Meth. Protest. 
ant; Rev, Cnas, from 
London, for Mission to the Blind, 
Peking. 
DEPARTURES. 


From Shanghai, May 6th, Rev. C. A. 


Netson and family, A. F, M., 
Canton, for U.S. A. 

From Shanghai, May 7th, Misses F. 
Coxe and A, M, Simpson, C. I. M., for 
England, 

From Shanghai, May 12th, Mrs, Fisne 
and daughter and Miss MarcuBank, 
C. I. M., for England ; W. C. Hooker, 
C, I, M., for America via England. 

From Shanghai, May 19th, Misses 
ALLEN, Rusy S1a, Mary Hu, 
M, E. M., Foochow, for U. S. A.; 
Mrs. A, Sykes and daughter, S. P. M,, 
Kiang-yin, for U.S. A, ; Rev Lacr L, 
S. P. M., Kiang-yin, for U, 
S. A.; Mrs, R, E. Apspry, A, P, M., 
Nankin, for U.S, A. 

From Shanghai, May 18th, Mr. J, 
Woonserry, Dr. B. Y, Wonea, Beulah 
Chapel, Tientsin, C. and M. A,, for 
U.S, A. 

From Shanghai, May J. Granam, 
wife and child and Miss Cream, 
C, I. M., for England ; Miss WatLacxg, 
C. I, M,, for Australia, 
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at the Presbyterian Mission Pres, oy Kelty a Tua, 


 BBADER, Mhort Method with Chinese, New | 


Dr Parker fo an thé of Chinese twice recommends it, 


The analysis apd eystematic writing of 

BYIDENCES ‘OF CHRISTIANITY. Chintie ‘RB edition 
end. printed: tpt @ie Chinnec:. Tract Saciety. Large 
ton friends, Brice 50 cents 


at 
‘ 
| 
% 
4 
4 
| 
* 
| 
| 
3 
- 
; 
| 
pts 
‘ 
aN 


